
 

 St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Gifts of Women Sunday 
April 28, 2024 

--------------------------------- 
Building a community of faith unleashed into the world by the love of God. 

 

Words & Music to Hymns/Responses are included at the end of the bulletin. 
 

—————————————————————————— 

Gathering Around the Word 
—————————————————————————— 

           
Centering Meditation                  
 

Dear God, you know God, we are entering into that nebulous period                                  
of not quite Pentecost; and I think about this moment in time;  
As we all are waiting for the Holy Spirit. (and everything else) 

Have you seen her, God? Does she look like a Dove? 
Or a Pigeon? Or a Wild Goose? 

 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude                              Sheep May Safely Graze       by Johann Sebastian Bach   
                                    performed by Sharon Macklin, cello       
 
Welcome                               
 
Call to Worship                                                                        
One:  I will sing to the Lord, for the Holy One has triumphed gloriously. 
All:  The Lord is my strength and my might.  

The Holy One has become my salvation. 
 
One:  This is my God, and I will praise her, my mother’s God, and I will exalt her. 
All:  Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 
One:  Who is like you, majestic holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders? 
All:  The Lord will reign forever and ever. 
One: Sing to the Lord. 
All:  for the Holy One has triumphed gloriously. 
            
Opening Hymn # 401  (see below)  Here in This Place (Gather Us In) 
 
Call to Confession 
One:  Since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach our Creator 

with a true heart in full assurance of faith. 
 



 

 
Litany of Confession 
One: O mighty God, who created us in your image,  

we confess to pressuring ourselves to be all things to all people. 
All:  Have mercy on us. 
One:  O wise God, who created the Sabbath for us, we confess to busying ourselves  

and others to fulfill every tenet of a metaphorical woman. 
All:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
One:  Merciful God, who created guides for us, we confess that we have forced ourselves 

and others to measure ourselves against impossible standards. 
All:  Forgive us, O God. 
One:  Restful God, who offers your light yoke, we confess to perpetuating tropes 

of individual strength and radical self-sufficiency. 
All:  In your mercy, O God, forgive us. 
One:  You have modeled rest for us. 
All:  Help us to embrace it. 
One:  You have shown us truth. 
All:  Help us to live it. 
One:   That we may live in wisdom and purpose. 
All:  In Christ, Amen. 
 
Silent Prayers 
 
Words of Forgiveness 
One: As Jesus tells us, “For my yoke is easy and my burden is light, in me you will find 

rest for your souls.” Siblings in Christ receive the good news of the gospel.  
  In Christ Jesus, we are forgiven. 

 
Passing of Christ’s Peace 
One:    The peace of Christ always be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
 
Response # 442 (see below)  Just as I Am, without One Plea (verse 3) 
 

—————————————————————————–— 

Proclaiming the Word 
————————————————————–—————— 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
One: O God, give me ears to hear. Help me to use the whisper that I hear to turn my  

full attention when others are speaking. 
  
First Reading                                   John 15:1-8                           Pew Bible page 877 
 
Special Music                                    Would You                          Julie Taylor, Soloist 
                                         Composer – Buryl Red; Lyrics – Grace Hawthorne 



 

 
Second Reading                               Proverbs 31:10-31            (a modern adaptation) 
 

Who can find a capable wife? She's more precious than life. Her heart is a source     
of trust, she challenges her partner to grow; she brings them joy and supports   
them for sure. She shops for the best, with a mindful budget; investing wisely,      
her earnings she doesn't forget. She's proactive, not afraid of the night; always 
ready to tackle what's wrong or what's right. A businesswoman, she seeks new 
ventures; her skills and talents are her greatest adventures. She rises early to 
manage her day; balancing work and home in a purposeful way; she explores         
the market for healthy cuisine; nourishing her family, keeping them lean. She's 
savvy with trends and embraces the new; adapting with grace in all that she'll do.          
Her hands are skilled in various trades; creating with passion, her project never 
fades. She extends a hand to the needy and poor; compassion and kindness,          
she constantly pours. She faces the future with confidence and might; laughing 
without fear, embracing the night. She clothes her family in garments so fine,     
giving them confidence to live down the line. She speaks with wisdom; her words 
carry weight. She's a pillar of strength, never fueled by hate. Her partner is 
respected in the city gates, and thanks to her efforts, their prominence elevates.       
She weaves her own narrative, with power and grace; leaving a legacy that time 
can't erase. Strength and dignity are her daily attire; she laughs at the future,  
her heart full of fire. She opens her mouth with words that inspire, wisdom and 
kindness, she never tires. She oversees the workings of her household;  
excellence and order, her stories unfold. She speaks wisely and teaches faithfully, 
her influence on others reaches near, far and wide, even closing great divides.        
Charm may be fleeting, beauty will fade; but a woman who respects the Lord         
will never be swayed. Acknowledge her efforts with praise and acclaim; 
her worth is beyond what titles can name. 
Let her be celebrated for all she's done; in the tapestry of life, she's brightly spun.                       

    
Sermon                                  Speak Wisely, Teach Faithfully                       Esther Irish 
 

—————————————————————————— 

Responding to the Word 
—————————————————————————— 

 
Hymn # 451 (see below)      Open My Eyes, That I May See 
 
Mission Focus                                 Family Promise                         Sharon Frey Prewitt                        
 
Invitation to the Offering 
One:   Who knows what gifts we have discarded that might be picked up as treasures 

or tossed back into the river. We wish we could know that our generosity will be 
remembered and our errors forgotten. Tomorrow cannot be owned any more than 
yesterday. Whether it was our best, we cannot profess that it was – but it was  
your best, God. This life has been good, and we are thankful to have known it.      



 

Offertory                          Open My Eyes, That I May See                    arr. Raluca Bjo                    
                                                  by Clara H. Scott  
 
Response # 710 (see below) We Lift Our Voices 
 
Litany of Gratitude and Celebration 
One:  For the gifts of women throughout the ages, 
All:  We give thanks. 
One:  For the ways that they have shown up – from Shiphrah and Puah to Miriam         

and Hagar, from Deborah and Jael to Ruth and Rahab, to Vashti and Esther, 
All:  We celebrate you. 
One:  For their courage and strength, resistance and rest, wisdom and subversiveness, 
All:  We celebrate you. 
One:  For Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Elizabeth, her cousin; we see your brave faith, 
All:  We honor you. 
One:  For mothers, aunts, wives, daughters, sisters; for all the women – in every walk       

of life, throughout all space and time, 
All:  We give thanks. We celebrate you. We honor you. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
All:  Loving God, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done  

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen 
 

—————————————————————————— 

Bearing and Following the Word 
Into the World 

—————————————————————————— 
 
Closing Hymn # 450 (see below)  Be Thou My Vision 
 
Matters of Community 
 
Postlude                               You Raise Me Up           arr. by Stephen DeCesare 
 
Charge and Benediction 
One: Go into the world, liberated ones. Remember God has liberated us  

 from over-producing. Remember the gift of Sabbath. Embrace your gifts, 
 knowing that you are enough; and let all the people say… 

All:  Alleluia! Amen 
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     Here in This Place – Text and Music: Marty Haugen,   
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