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Over the past month our Adult Christian Education class has been working through Marcus
Borg’s book, The God We Never Knew: Beyond Dogmatic Religion to a More Authentic
Contemporary Faith. We’ll conclude that six-week study on Sunday, November 7.
It has meant taking a deep dive into theological inquiry, which has been challenging for
the class.
Part of the struggle, I think, is that many Christians don’t consider themselves theologians.
They view theology as the rarefied province of seminary professors.
But I would argue that we are all theologians. Every time we read or say the word “God,”
the meaning we give to that word, the image or concept that word brings to our minds, is
an example of our doing theology. Every time we ask a question of faith – Who is God?
Who is Jesus? Why are we here? What is God’s will for our lives? – we are asking theological
questions.
God gave us inquiring minds and the ability to engage in critical thinking. I believe it pleases
God when we use our minds to ask questions and to wrestle with our faith. I don’t believe God
wants us to have to park our minds at the church’s front door before we go in to worship.
What Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong said is true, I think: “The heart cannot worship
what the mind rejects.” So, it’s important that we engage our minds as well as our hearts as
we seek to follow Jesus Christ.
The basic theology text that I read in seminary was entitled Faith Seeking Understanding,
by Daniel L. Migliore. That title came from an eleventh-century Christian philosopher and
theologian named Anselm, who became the Archbishop of Canterbury in the year 1093.
Anselm is credited with coining the phrase “faith seeking understanding.” It was his motto.
His active love of God naturally led to his seeking a deeper knowledge of God. That is what
theology is all about.
Dr. Migliore, professor emeritus of theology at Princeton Theological Seminary, put it this way:
“If Christian faith is basically trust in and obedience to the freely gracious God made known
in Jesus Christ, theology is faith asking questions and struggling to find at least provisional
answers to these questions. Christian faith is no sedative for world-weary souls, no satchel
full of ready answers to the deepest questions of life. Instead, Christian faith invariably prompts
questions, sets an inquiry in motion, fights the inclination to accept things as they are,
continually calls in question unexamined assumptions about God, ourselves, and our world.
Consequently, faith has nothing in common with indifference to the search for truth, or fear of
it, or the arrogant claim to possess it fully. True faith must be distinguished from fideism.
Fideism says we reach a point where we must stop our inquiry and simply believe; faith keeps
on seeking and asking.”
The quest for a deeper understanding of God is never finished. It is an open-ended, life-long
pursuit. It goes on and on. So, may our love for God keep us asking questions of faith, that our
knowledge of God may grow as our faith journeys continue.
Peace, Roger

Congregational Musings – November 2021
After sitting on the back porch and watching the clouds and hummers all summer
it is now too cool to do that, and the humming birds have gone on to their winter
abode. The seed feeders are up and I will watch, from inside, to see if any new and
interesting birds come to feed. Sometimes I am surprised by what turns up.
My pet peeve for the month is use of the word “kids” to denote our children. I am
guilty of this, too, but after thinking about it we don’t use “children” anymore. In
person and on TV “kids” has become the norm, but let me remind you that kids are
running around the barnyard not our backyards. I have three sons and two stepdaughters and they are my children. As we are all children of God, please let us not
be known as God’s Kids!
The Deacons will be operating under a new format since there are fewer of them this coming year. I hope each of us
will help with calls to shut-ins and report anyone who needs some attention. After all, we
are all Deacons, doing for others in this world of Christianity and as followers of Jesus.
Now we will soon be preparing for a new Advent season, beginning with Christ the King
Sunday on November 21st. The history of this holiday can be traced back to 1925 when
Pope Pius XI as a balance against what he saw as an ever-growing secularism and to
introduce Christ into the hearts of followers. Does that sound and seem familiar to you?
Today, Christ the King Day is celebrated by many denominations on the Sunday that
falls before the first Sunday of Advent. This is the time of year when we should all
become a bit introspective and prepare ourselves to carry out the commandments which
following Christ requires. Though he is sent as a baby, he soon becomes the Redeemer
we have been waiting for; the Advent of Christ the King.

Adult Christian Education: The God We Never Knew
Adult Christian Education Continues for the Fall
Our fall offerings of Adult Christian Education will be continuing through the months of November and December.
On the first Sunday of the month, November 7, Rev. Roger Powers will be concluding his six-week Book Study on
The God We Never Knew: Beyond Dogmatic Religion to a More Authentic Contemporary Faith by Marcus J. Borg.
He will be leading a discussion of the final two chapters: Chapter 6 “The Dream of God: A Politics of Compassion”
and Chapter 7 “Salvation: What on Earth Do We Mean?” As Pastor Roger has noted, Borg leads us to an equally
powerful, dynamic adult image of God —‘the beyond in our midst,’ the life spirit that is within
us and all around us—that reconciles faith with science, history, critical thinking, and religious
pluralism.”
We are following up the Borg book with a special topic session. On Sunday, November 14th ,
Willard Hunter will provide us with a presentation on Cyber Warfare and responses that might
be needed. There will be no Adult CE on Sunday, November 21; we will be taking a recess
so that all may join in the Alternative Christmas Fair. The next Sunday, November 28th, we
will begin a four-week Advent Study led by Rev. Catherine Robinson that will close out the
year for us as we move into the Christmas season. We are still looking for your ideas for the
Spring Classes. For suggestions, questions, comments, or anonymous complaints, please contact Elder Max Bartlett
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St. Andrew and SHINE are ready to hit the ground running
for the 2021-2022 School Year!
The SHINE Partnership is ready to get to work! Currently, Governor Bent (GBES) is not allowing volunteers on
campus however, that is expected to change in January 2022. So, to support SHINE, we have some opportunities
for Fall 2021 and beginning in Spring 2022.
for at least 20 families. Del Norte Baptist Church (DNBC) will again be partnering to bring this
special dinner to GBES. More details will be available soon and will be posted in the church
announcements.
Scholastic Publishing Company and donate the books to GBES. AND, the St. Andrew Angel Tree
will benefit children identified by the GBES Community Outreach Coordinator as recipients for
gifts. We are presently working with GBES to set up the details and will be posting these in our
announcements.
to come on campus and help teachers as Volunteer Educational Assistants. These volunteers
would work with the teacher and students once a week on a variety of tasks.
-school programs, and volunteers may be
needed to either teach or assist others in presenting after school clubs or activities.
Please let Patty Emord or Sharon Prewitt if you can help with any of the opportunities. If you are interested in any of
the on-campus opportunities, please go to the website below to apply and get started with the background check process. The link is for supervised volunteers – meaning you would not be left alone with
children. The background check for these activities currently costs $12.00 and will
cost more if you are involved in tutoring. Tutoring requires a more extensive background check and it must be initiated by the principal. If you are interested and would
like some assistance paying for the background check, please let Patty Emord or
Sharon Prewitt know and we will set up reimbursement.

Habitat for Humanity Giving Tuesday
Giving Tuesday (Nov. 30, 2021) is a national day of giving, and Greater ABQ Habitat for Humanity is excited
to participate! We invite you to unite to help break the cycle of generational poverty through home ownership.
All Giving Tuesday donations will support the construction of the Unity V House - Habitat’s 202nd home
in Albuquerque, built in unity with community faith organizations, individuals and businesses,
toward a better future for all!
Take a peek at Habitat’s Giving Tuesday event page at https://one.bidpal.net/traveltuesday/welcome
including the Travel for a Good Cause auction, which will be open for bidding for the week leading up
to Giving Tuesday (Nov. 23- Nov. 30), culminating with a Giving Tuesday donation celebration.
Considering travel for the holidays or
beyond? All trips are good for 3 years!
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HAPPENING AGAIN: THE ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS FAIR!
Sunday, Nov. 21, 11am -1pm, immediately followed by an all congregation dinner!
Once again, St. Andrew will host the Alternative Christmas Fair to benefit Habitat for Humanity and the various
organizations represented by specific vendors. Two years ago we raised nearly $8,000 with Habitat, the Heifer
Project, and Fathers Building Futures being the three largest recipients. To meet or beat that number, we will need lots
of donations, shoppers, and invited guests so please invite your friends and neighbors to do their Christmas shopping
with us. Due to COVID, we will set up tables outside by the sidewalk, the courtyard, and the parking lot for safety and
to attract more shoppers from the general public. The Alternative Christmas Fair will have several components.
They include:
and PB & J children’s Christmas gifts. Sam Sandoval is coordinating with the vendors.
and feel free to be creative. Two years ago we had beautiful art work, trips, various types of lessons, fine dishes and
ceramics, and much more. Please do not donate books or typical garage sale items. Eleanor Milroy is coordinating.
nating.
-wide dinner immediately AFTER the public Fair
which is from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Frank Iske, Lopez’, Keith Johnson, Dorothy Street and a whole host of others, we miss you.
Please join us for a joyous pre-Thanksgiving meal. The menu is a tamale, a bowl of green chile stew or posole, a beverage, and a dessert. In keeping with the fundraising effort, we ask for a $15 donation for the meal with the money
going to Habitat but in the spirit of the season, no one will be turned away. If you can’t eat it all, we will send it
home with you. We do need some volunteers to cook the posole and green chile stew. Crock pots work really well and
keep it hot. Barbara Sanders and Eleanor Milroy are coordinating this effort.
This should be a lot of fun so please think about what you might donate and who you might invite to shop with us.

Presbyterian Women Thank Offering
During this season of Thanksgiving, it is a tradition for Presbyterian Women and their congregations to participate
in the Thank Offering. Beginning in1888, women were urged to give $1 over and above their annual contribution to
the Women's General Missionary Society of the United Presbyterian Church of North America. From these humble
beginnings, the Thank Offering was born. Over the last 33 years, Presbyterian Women has granted nearly $27 million
to more than 1,600 different projects at home and around the world through the Thank Offering. In 2021, twelve
projects have been selected for funding; nine serve people in the United States and three are international.
In keeping with the Thank Offering bylaws, more than 40 percent of the selected projects
are related to health ministries. As we give thanks to God for our many blessings, please join the women of St. Andrew
and make a donation to this special offering. Thank you!

Presbyterian Women Bible Study
Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, November 2, at 10:00 am in the CE room to continue our
study of "What My Grandmothers Taught Me, Learning from the Women in Matthew's Genealogy of
Jesus". Lesson 3 is about Rahab, a socially unacceptable outsider who we read about in the book of
Joshua. Please join us as we learn about Rahab and what her story means for us today.
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Child Care During Worship
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church is once again providing quality child care during our Sunday morning worship
services for infants, toddlers, and children up to 7 years of age. Our dedicated child care space has been refurbished and our
child care workers (Ashley Petras-Graham, Irene Pallardy, and Sam Emord) are back. Emphasis is placed on each
child’s need for love and acceptance. Children are encouraged to spend the first part of worship with
their parents
(or grandparents). Please let your family, friends, and neighbors know.
(Post it on NextDoor if you have an account and share it on Facebook.) Let them know that worship begins at 9:30 a.m.

Mark on Vacation
Mark will be out of the office beginning October 30 through November 8 on vacation. The church office will reopen at
9:00 am on Tuesday, November 9. Please send any correspondence or messages to the office email address at
adm.standrewabq@gmail.com.

Church Women United
Church Women United, an ecumenical Christian women’s movement, will be gathering for the World Community
Day celebration on Friday, November 5th at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom. The theme is “New Places, New Faces at the
Table” The speaker will be Jessica Corley, Asylum/Refugee Program Director for ABQ FaithWorks Collaborative. She and
her cadre of volunteers are working with those seeking asylum from Latin America, Mexico and refugees from Afghanistan. She will be sharing what “makes for success” for those seeking safety and better opportunities. Breakout groups will
be centering on stories participants know about immigrants who have progressed and what in their experience has been
most helpful. Please join us! If you are already on the CWU email list, the Zoom link will be sent to you 3-4 days prior to
the celebration. If you are NOT on the regular CWU email list, pleasecontact Marilyn Stoops at mstoops@swcp.com or
505-265-8358 to be added to the Zoom list so you can participate!

Neighborhood Friends
On Sunday mornings we distribute sandwiches and socks to our Neighborhood Friends after our 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. Want to make sandwiches and/or serve on Sunday? Contact Suzanne Busch at bobsuzbusch@msn.com or 505821-4304. We have a careful protocol to keep us safe. Don’t forget that we are still using your pill bottles for shampoo
for our Neighborhood Friends! Drop them in the collection boxes in front of the church office. Also, our Friends really
appreciate new socks if you are able to provide them. Men’s used clothing is always needed. Thanks! Suzanne Busch

Session Summary from Suzanne
We had a quiet month and approved two Financial Policies which finished up the Finance Committee’s
work updating all of those policies. We spent the remainder of our time talking about St. Andrew and our
special gifts and how to celebrate them. We are a wonderful congregation!
September 2021

Current Month

Year-to-Date

Budget

Total Income

16,388

253,374

315,100

Total Expenses

23.126

217,523

322,122

Difference

-6,738

35,851

-7,022
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Food for Thought
I’ve never thought about any of this when donating to a food pantry. This makes complete sense! It’s crazy how we
take little things for granted in life. Of course you can donate so many nonperishable items, but they usually have
other things that need to be added in order to make it. I will definitely keep this in mind in the future! So, I spent
some time at a Food Bank today, and spoke to the people getting food. Here are some things I learned from those
in need:
1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac and Cheese in the box.
They can rarely use it because it needs milk and butter which is hard to get from regular food banks.
2. Boxed milk is a treasure, as kids need it for cereal which they also get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
4. They cannot eat all the awesome canned veggies and soup, unless you put a can opener in too
or buy pop tops.
5. Oil is a luxury but needed for Rice-A-Roni which they also get a lot of.
6. Spices or salt and pepper would be a real Christmas gift.
7. Tea bags and coffee make them feel like you care.
8. Sugar and flour are treats.
9. They fawn over fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.
10. Seeds are cool in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some.
11. They rarely get fresh meat.
12. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.
13. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
14. They get lots of peanut butter and jelly but usually not sandwich bread.
15. Butter or margarine is nice too.
16. Eggs are a commodity.
17. Cake mixes and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
18. Dishwashing detergent is very expensive and is always appreciated.
19. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over that.
20. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.
In the years I have donated food at the holidays; I bought what I thought they wanted, but have never asked.

HJG Fall Book Study
The Meaning of Mary Magdalene
This fall the Historical Jesus Group (HJG) is reading The Meaning of Mary Magdalene: Discovering the Woman
at the Heart of Christianity, by Cynthia Bourgeault. This book study will continue through December on second
and fourth Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. Schedule: November 11 Chapters 13-15; 12/14 Chapters 16-18.
There will no group meeting on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday November 25
All are welcome to join the discussion. Please contact Richard Stoops for more information
· Second Thursdays:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87241634393?pwd=T01kVlcwclcyV0F2VkZFL2V5UkFYUT09 ;
…...Fourth Thursdays:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84819510056?pwd=SVZ0SlZDZVdFLzVIMzR6aWJMTHVuUT09
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Slow Mountain Walkers
On October 9, eleven St. Andrew Slow Mountain Walkers drove 10,000 feet up in the Sandia mountains to see scores
of golden aspen trees. After eating lunch while viewing the aspen groves at the 10-K trailhead, we slowly hiked north
through deep fir and aspen forests. We were lucky enough to hit the golden aspens right at their peak. We returned both
out of breath and breathless at the beauty of God’s creation.
On Saturday, November 20, we will meet at the church at 1:00 pm to drive 20 minutes to the “Sandy Arroyo Trail” on
the west side of the Sandias. This trail, which starts near the base of the La Luz trail, follows an abandoned dirt road through a pinyon-juniper forest. The trail passes through
pretty fields of blue gramma grasses, past mountain mahogany bushes whose curly seeds
make the bushes look like a frizzy haze and past really awesome views of the towering
cliffs on the west face of the Sandias. The part of the trail we’ll be on wanders up and
down about 50 feet in elevation, but is relatively level. The nearest
restrooms are about
a ¼ mile drive away at the Juan Tabo picnic area. The area also has some really cool rocks,
some of which are even older than Joe is.

Stewardship Commitment Sunday
Stewardship Commitment Sunday is coming up on November 7. We are asking you to prayerfully consider your
financial commitment to God’s Church and to make a 2022 pledge in support of the good work that God is doing
in and through St. Andrew Presbyterian Church.
As you ponder your pledge for next year, please take a moment to think about the
ways in which God has touched your life, nourished your spirit, and helped others
through St. Andrew Presbyterian Church. Then, please complete your pledge form
and send it to the church office or bring it with you to worship on Stewardship
Commitment Sunday, November 7, when we will dedicate our pledges to God.

Presbytery of Santa Fe Earth Care Team Program on Zoom
The Presbytery Earth Care Team's third Zoom program will take place on Wednesday, November 17, at 7:00 p.m. on
Zoom. Elder Dr. June L.
Lorenzo, Laguna Pueblo and Diné, a member of the
Laguna United
Presbyterian Church will reflect on the environmental
challenges facing Indigenous peoples here in New Mexico. Her comments
will focus on the impact of the nuclear fuel cycle in our state. She will also reflect on some of the social and political realities that confront Indigenous peoples here. Please register by using this link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

ABQ FaithWorks Collaborative

’

November 9 at 6:00 pm Loma Colorado Library in Rio Rancho. Special tour of the exhibit “Americans and
the Holocaust”. Don’t miss this wonderful exhibit. We would like to set up car-pooling for this event from
the St. Andrew church parking lot. If you are interested in doing so, please contact Beth Dillow via email at
catchbeth@comcast.net or phone 505-710-492.
Office Space Needed: Contact Dennis Plummer at exec@abqfaithworks.org if you have a lead on 1,000 SF
of affordable office space in Albuquerque.
Share your expertise! You can help FaithWorks mature and grow by applying your professional skills on new
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Please Wear
Your Name Tag!
Help St. Andrew be a more
welcoming congregation!

November

Sunday, November 7
First Reading Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17

1 Casey Haynes

Psalm 127:1-5
Second Reading Hebrews 9:24-28

2 Dick Harrison

Gospel Mark 12:38-44

Please wear your name tag in worship
and at other church events.

Sunday, November 14 (

It makes it easier for us to get to know
one another, and it's especially helpful
to visitors and newcomers.

6 Johnny Montoya

If you need a new name tag,
please use the sign-up sheet

Yvonne Wise

First Reading 1 Samuel 1:4-20
Canticle 1 Samuel 2:1-10
Second Reading

4 Jim Dillow
Betsy McMillan

14 David Schneider

Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25

15 Adam Wood

Gospel Mark 13:1-8

Heather Alvarez-Ziems
Sunday, November 21

16 Ella Wood

First Reading 2 Samuel 23:1-7

20 Lily Vick

Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18)

Althea Light-Stockli

Second Reading Revelation 1:4b-8

21 Sam Sandoval

Gospel John 18:33-37

22 Debbie Steffen
Irene Pallardy

Sunday, November 28
First Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16

23 Darren Encino

Psalm 25:1-10

25 Kaiya-Amani John

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Familiarize yourself with the location
of our First Aid Kits!
We have three, and they are located in the church
office above the mailboxes, in between the main and
mini kitchens at the large roll-up window. and in the
bathroom between the two south education rooms.
And remember the AED (Automatic External
Defibrillator for a heart attack) located in the Sanctuary
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November 2021
Sunday

Monday

1
Mark
is
on
Vacation
through
November 8
7
9:30 am
Worship and
Communion Service 10:30 am
Fellowship Time
11:00 am
Adult Christian Ed.

8

3-5 pm
Encantada Band
of Enchantment

ABQ
Philharmonic
Rehearsal
6:00-10:00 pm

14

15

9:30 am
Worship Service
10:30 am
Fellowship Time
11:00 am
Adult Christian Ed.
3-5 pm
Encantada Band
of Enchantment

ABQ
Philharmonic
Rehearsal
6:00-10:00 pm

21
9:30 am
Worship Service
11:00am-1:00 pm
Alternative
Christmas Fair
and All
Congregation
Dinner
No Adult
Christian Ed. today
3-5 pm
Encantada Band
of Enchantment

22

28
9:30 am
Worship Service
10:30 am
Fellowship Time
11:00 am
Adult Christian Ed.
3-5 pm Encantada
Band of
Enchantment

29

Tuesday

Wednesday

ABQ
Philharmonic
Rehearsal
6:00-10:00 pm

Friday

2
Election Day
10:00 am
PW Bible Study
Weekly
Announcements
Due
4:00 pm Zoom
Conversation on
Racial Justice

33

9

10

Weekly
Announcements
Due

4:00 pm
Deacons
Mtg (In-person)

4:00 pm Zoom
Conversation on
Racial Justice

5:30-6:30 pm
Social Justice
Committee on
Zoom

10:00 am
Historical Jesus
Group

7:00-10:00 pm
ABQ Science
Fiction
Society

16
Weekly
Announcements
Due

17

18

19

Articles are due
for the December
/January
Combined issue
of
Presbytidings

10:00am-11:30 pm
Spiritual
Formation
On Zoom

24

25
Thanksgiving Day

4:00 pm Zoom
Conversation on
Racial Justice
6:00 pm
Session
23

4
10:00 am
Spiritual Formation on Zoom
5:00 pm
Worship and
Music Committee
11
Veterans Day

Weekly
Announcements
Due

ABQ
Philharmonic
Rehearsal
6:00-10:00 pm

Thursday

30
Weekly
Announcements
Due
4:00 pm Zoom
Conversation on
Racial Justice

9

6

13
10:00 amNoon
Laguna
Colony

5:30-7:30
Girl Scouts

No Historical
Jesus Group
Meeting

6:00 pm Session

5:30-7:30
Girl Scouts
1

8:30 am
Finance
Committee

Church Office
is closed today

4:00 pm Zoom
Conversation on
Racial Justice

5
9:30 am
Church
Women
United meeting
on Zoom

Saturday

26
Church Office
is closed today

20

1:00 pm
Slow
Mountain
Walkers
meet at
the church
27
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Building a community of faith unleashed into the world by the love of God
Our Mission:
Proclaiming and living the Good News of Jesus Christ by:
Listening to a loving God
Celebrating our faith together
Nurturing each other in Christian love and spiritual growth
Working for social justice and peace
Reaching out in compassionate service
Being stewards of all God’s gift

Please contact us at:
Phone:
Fax:
E-mail:

(505) 881-9626
(505) 884-9636
adm.standrewabq@gmail.com

We are located at 5301 Ponderosa Avenue NE
one block east of San Mateo,
and across from Montgomery Park
In-Person and Online Worship Services
Every Sunday at 9:30 am

Website: www.standrewabq.org
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