
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 24, 2025 
--------------------------------- 

Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, you are welcome here.  

—————————————————————————— 
Gathering Around the Word 

—————————————————————————— 
           

Centering Meditation 
 “The final aim and reason of all music is nothing other than the glorification of God and 
the refreshment of the spirit.” ― J.S. Bach 

Ringing of the Bell 

Prelude              Prelude Number 4 from 12 Short Organ Preludes     A. Grey                                     

Welcome    

*Hymn #611           Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                       all verses  
This well-known melody was created to provide a choral setting for J.C.E. von Schiller’s poem, 
“An die Freude” (To Joy), as the final movement of the composer’s Ninth Symphony. The author, 
a prominent Presbyterian pastor and author, wrote the words with this tune in mind.  
TEXT: Henry van Dyke, 1907, alt.                                                                       HYMN TO JOY 
MUSIC: Ludvig van Beethoven, 1824               

Hymn #475          Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing             all verses 
Written for Pentecost by a British Baptist pastor, this text is full of biblical terms like “Ebenezer” 
(I Samuel 7:12), Hebrew for “a stone of help” set up to give thanks for God’s assistance. The 
tune name honors hymnal compiler Asahel Nettleton, who probably did not compose it.  
TEXT: Robert Robinson, 1758, alt.                                                                         NETTLETON 
MUSIC: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813 

Silent Prayers 

Hymn #661           Why Should I Feel Discouraged?                  verses 1, 2 
This hymn based on Jesus’ saying about God’s care for all creatures (Mt.10:29-30/Lk.12:6-7) 
began with the refrain’s last line, inspired by a woman who had endured much illness. It was 
first sung in public at the Royal Albert Hall, London, during evangelistic services in 1905.  
TEXT: Civilla Durfee Martin, 1905                                                                          SPARROW 
MUSIC: Charles H. Gabriel, 1905 



Passing of Christ’s Peace 
One:    The peace of Christ always be with you. 
All: 	  And also with you. 

Sung Response #582     Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me                                

—————————————————————————–— 
Proclaiming the Word 

————————————————————–————— 

Hymn #291                 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness                     verses 1, 4 
As the author/composer reminds us in the refrain, the Spirit is both gentle and restless. The 
stanzas reinforce a sense of the Spirit’s activity through a wide range of verbs, initially in the 
past tense; but they become more urgent in the present tense of the fourth stanza.  
TEXT: James K. Manley, 1975, alt.                                                                       SPIRIT 
MUSIC: James K. Manley, 1975 

Scripture Reading                    Psalm 96                             Pew Bible, p.479 

Hymn #14          For the Beauty of the Earth                          verses 1, 2, 4 
In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has shifted to a 
hymn of thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation. It 
is set here to the tune that is customary in North America, though not elsewhere.  
TEXT: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864, alt.                                                        DIX 
MUSIC: Conrad Kocher, 1838; abr. William Henry Monk, 1861; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 

Hymn #15          All Creatures of Our God and King             verses 1, 4, 6 
Sometimes called “The Canticle of the Sun,” this cosmic roll call allows human beings to give 
voice to all creation. One of the earliest religious poems in the Italian language, it is made even 
more expansive by this broad, repetitive melody with interspersed “Alleluias.” 
TEXT: Francis of Assisi, 1225; trans. Composite                                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, alt.; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 

Hymn #22          God of the Sparrow                                   verses 1, 3, 4, 5 
Though a lack of punctuation makes this text appear freeform and the flowing tune enhances a 
sense of movement, each stanza here is firmly anchored by a final weighty word (praise, save, 
thanks, life, peace, home), a sign of God’s eternal presence in an ever-changing world. 
TEXT: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1983                                                                            ROEDER 
MUSIC: Carl F. Schalk, 1983 

*Hymn #157             I Danced in the Morning                                    all verses 
This 20th-century ballad-like retelling of the life of Christ, though written for this Shaker tune, 



has many similarities with the pre-Reformation carol “Tomorrow shall be my dancing day.” Such 
narrative carols were common both at Christmas and as part of medieval mystery plays. 
TEXT: Sydney Carter, 1963                                                                            LORD OF THE DANCE 
MUSIC: American Shaker melody; adapt. Sydney Carter, 1963 

—————————————————————————— 
Responding to the Word 

—————————————————————————— 

Affirmation of Faith                                               from The Confession of Belhar 
All: We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, 
protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done 
since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.   
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints 
called from the entire human family.  

Hymn #462                          I Love to Tell the Story                            verses 1, 3 
This text is drawn from the second part of a fifty-stanza poem on the life of Christ written in 
1866, during the author’s recovery from a serious illness. The tune named for her first appeared 
three years later, and the composer was responsible for the creation of the refrain.  
TEXT: Katherine Hankey, 1866; ref. William G. Fischer, 1869                                      HANKEY 
MUSIC: William G. Fischer, 1869                       
                       
Invitation to the Offering    
One: Freely you have received, freely give.  
Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth.                                                                                                                                  

Offertory                The Love of God                                          arr. Marty Parks   

Hymn # 721          Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore               verses 1, 3 
This is one of the most popular songs to emerge from the 1970s revival of religious song in 
Spain. It asks singers to become like the fishermen who left boats and nets to follow Jesus, first 
as disciples learning his way of love, then as apostles carrying that love to others. 
TEXT: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1979;                                                                  PESCADOR DE HOMBRES 
English trans. Gertrude Suppe, et al., 1988 
MUSIC: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1979; harm. Skinner Chavez-Melo, 1987     

Prayer of Dedication 
                           
Prayers of the People 

Hymn #340	 	        This is My Song                                              all verses 
The first two stanzas of this hymn were written between the 20th century’s two world wars and 



focus on the theme of international peace. The third stanza, by another author and added later, 
uses the language of the Lord’s Prayer to voice a distinctly Christian perspective.  
TEXT: Stanzas 1-2, Lloyd Stone, 1934; stanza 3, Georgia Harkness, 1964, alt.       FINLANDIA 
MUSIC: Jean Sibelius, 1899; arr. The Hymnal, 1933, alt. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
All: Loving God, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

—————————————————————————— 
Bearing and Following the Word Into the World 

—————————————————————————— 

*Closing Hymn #69          I, the Lord of Sea and Sky                            all verses 
The stanzas here need to be understood as representing the voice of God, while the refrain 
(based on Isaiah 6:8) is the faithful human response to God’s call. This becomes clearer if a 
leader or small group sings the stanzas, with the congregation joining on the refrain. 
TEXT: Daniel L. Schutte, 1981, alt.                                                                        HERE I AM (Schutte) 
MUSIC: Daniel L. Schutte, 1981; harm. Alfred V. Fedak                    

Matters of Community 

Postlude 	         Aria from Sonata Number 3                                    C. P. Bach 
	                                                
Charge and Benediction 

*Please stand as you are comfortable 

Resources: 
Glory to God Presbyterian Hymnal 
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 All other hymns are in the public domain. 
     Projection, podcast use, and music reprinted     
     with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-732021. 
      

       
     





 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


