
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

October 19, 2025 
--------------------------------- 

Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, you are welcome here.  
 

—————————————————————————— 

Gathering Around the Word 
—————————————————————————— 

           
 
Centering Meditation  
 “Grant me, O Lord my God, a mind to know you, a heart to seek you, wisdom to find 
you, conduct pleasing to you, faithful perseverance in waiting for you, and a hope of 
finally embracing you. Amen.”  Thomas Aquinas 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Prelude                   Jesu, Meine Freude                            Friedrich Handel    
 
Welcome    
 

Call to Worship                                                                              
One: Here may the doubting find faith, and the anxious be encouraged. 
All:   Here may the tempted find help, and the sorrowful comfort. 
One: Here may the weary find rest, and the strong be renewed. 
All:   Here may the aged find consolation and the young be inspired.         
  
Opening Hymn #688        Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart           
 
Call to Confession                                                                       Psalm 121:1-2 
One: I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from?  My help comes 
from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
All: Gracious God, we confess that we do not consider; let alone meditate, on 
You.  Instead, we turn away from wrestling with our inmost selves, and with 
You.  We wander toward easier options.  Forgive us for growing weary in 
 following You.  Forgive our weariness with unanswered prayers.  For losing  
 hope in your power to transform the powers of this world.  Do not remember 
 our sin, please.   
 
Silent Prayers 
 
Sung Response #551               Lord, Have Mercy             



Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                                                              
One: Friends, God promises to forgive us, to put our sins out of God’s own mind and 
heart.  In this way, God gives us not just a second chance but a new beginning.   
(Kim Bracken Long) 
 
Passing of Christ’s Peace 
One:    The peace of Christ always be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
 
Response #582           Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me (both verses) 
                       
Conversation with Young Disciples                                      Brittany Brinker 
 

—————————————————————————–— 

Proclaiming the Word 
————————————————————–————— 

 
Prayer for Illumination                                                       
One: Open our eyes, O God. Fill our hearts, Loving Jesus. Nourish our souls, Holy 
Spirit; to see, feel and know the wisdom of your word in our lives. 
 
First Reading                          Genesis 32:22-31                    Pew Bible, p.26 
 
Anthem                                    We Can Be Kind                    David Friedman 
                                                                                                                                                     
Second Reading                      Luke 18:1-8                            Pew Bible, p.853 
   
Sermon                                     Prayer Agonistes             Rev. David Crowley 
 

—————————————————————————— 

Responding to the Word 
—————————————————————————— 

 
Affirmation of Faith:                                               from The Larger Catechism          
 One: What is prayer? 
All:  Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, in the name of Christ, by the 
help of his Spirit, with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgement of 
his mercies. 
 
One: What is it to pray in the name of Christ? 
All:  To pray in the name of Christ is, in obedience to his command, and in 
confidence on his promises, to ask mercy for his sake; not by bare mentioning of 
his name; but by drawing our encouragement to pray, and our boldness, 
strength, and hope of acceptance in prayer, from Christ and his mediation. 
 
One: How doth the Spirit help us to pray? 



All:  We not knowing what to pray for as we ought, the Spirit helpeth our 
infirmities, by enabling us to understand both for whom, and what, and how 
prayer is to be made; and by working and quickening in our hearts (although not 
in all persons, nor at all times in the same measure) those apprehensions, 
affections, and graces, which are requisite for the right performance of that duty. 
 
Hymn #760                      Bring Many Names                  
                      
Invitation to the Offering                                                                                                                                    
One: Let us commit our gifts to finding a better world.  Remember to see the face of 
Christ in our neighbors who are experiencing hunger or homelessness.  Give 
generously to the mission of our Church around the world.  
 
Offertory                  Angels From the Realms of Glory                  T. Hobson                     
 
Mission Focus               Stewardship                                              Jim Copeland     
                           
Response #733             We All Are One in Mission, verse 2        
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
All: God of all, our gifts to the church are a form of prayer.   Here, we can 
communicate our devotion in another form.  Our varied offerings may be the 
result of wrestling with priorities.  This is an enacted prayer of saying thank 
you. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
All: Loving God, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
—————————————————————————— 

Bearing and Following the Word Into the World 
—————————————————————————— 

 
 
Closing Hymn #465        What a Friend We Have in Jesus              
 
Matters of Community 
 
Postlude                     Mazurka Op. 7 No. 4                            Frédéric Chopin 
                                                                                               
Charge and Benediction 
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 We Can Be Kind, David Friedman, arr. Kirby Shaw, Middler Music Pub., 
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     All other hymns are in the public domain. 
     Projection, podcast use, and music reprinted     
     with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-732021. 
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