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PASTOR TO PEOPLEñFRANKLY SPEAKING 
 

November 2009 

 I want to say a number of thank yous in this column. Most of 

all, thank you the people of St. Andrew for allowing me to go 

to China. I write this as I am about to depart. (The deadline 

for the November newsletter falls on my return flight from 

Beijing!)  A big thank you to Mary Turner and Deborah for 

shouldering a lot of the administrative load while I am away. And a big 

thank you to Karen Cobb for her pastoral care work as well.  What a 

great congregation with so many leaders who are willing to take on 

many tasks.  

A very special thank you to two people who have given so much to St. 

Andrew.  Andrecia has been an office volunteer in our church for the 

last several months. She has been an immense help to Mary and me and 

has helped us reorganize the office and straighten out a good many 

things. She also re-typed the Officer Training Manual which was a huge 

task.  I am very grateful to Andrecia and her wonderful spirit.  Please 

Also, have you noticed how wonderful the landscaping looks at St. Andrew?  And that includes the 

new labyrinth on the east side of our campus.  Steve is a tireless worker. OK, I have seen him tired a 

few times.  But the amount of work Steve does around St. Andrew inside and out is just amazing.  

Just the other day Steve built a new shelf in my office for my printer. He does so many things like 

that around our building that you would be amazed.  And he does it with a great attitude. 

Steve, thank you for all your great work.  I get comments all the time about the beauty of our land-

scaping and how nice our building looks.  Steve gets a ton of credit for all that. And a big thank you 

to Sally, our elder for Buildings and Grounds, who keeps Steve in line!  

I want to thank Jim for all his work designing and installing our new labyrinth. We dedicated the 

labyrinth on September 20 and I think it is very cool.  Jim and Carol led a wonderful class for our 

Adult CE on the spiritual practice of walking the labyrinth.  I hope you will take advantage of this 

unique spiritual practice.  By the way, if you have not picked up one of the very nice labyrinth minia-

tures, stop by the church office.   

Finally, a big thank you to Bill , Jan , Thala , and Deborah who are attending a unique spiritual oppor-

tunity offered called ñLiving Waters:  Deepening Spirituality in Congregationsò.  Joining with six 

other mainline churches, we are seeking ways to deepen our own spiritual life and then sharing them 

with the congregation.  Issues of prayer and service as well as many other topics will be considered 

from a spiritual point of view.  We have already thought of new ways to enrich worship (like having a 

cantor sing the Psalms) and offering new services (like Sunday evening Taize reflective worship).  

We are hoping many of you will be inspired to read some books on spirituality (see Joelôs article on 

pages 6 and 7 of this edition).   

By the way, if you have a book on spirituality that you would like to write about, let me know and we 

will publish it in the Presbytidings.  To provide everyone more resources, we are asking if you have  
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books on Christian spirituality you would lend us or might buy one for the library.   We are hoping to 

use the bookshelf in the Narthex to be a kind of lending library on spirituality.  

One of my favorite spiritual books is entitled ñA Testament of Devotionò by Thomas Kelly. I plan to 

put a copy in our spirituality lending library for you to read. It is really quite wonderful.  Then we are 

hoping that some of you will be inspired to join together in a spiritual support group to deepen your 

own spirituality.  During Lent we plan to have a class on doing just that.   

So why put all this emphasis upon spirituality?  Because we believe that the life of the church, from 

leadership development to authentic worship to outreach into the community via evangelism and so-

cial justice requires a rich spiritual life.  Maybe you are feeling a need to nourish your spirit.  Let us 

know how we can be of help. And let us know if you want to share your spiritual gifts with the con-

gregation. 

Peace and Hope, Frank 

NEW TO ST. ANDREW 
OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY LABRYRINTH 

On Sunday, September 20, our new labyrinth was dedicated as a special offering and 50th Anniversary 

gift. The dedication was held outside as we gathered 

beside the labyrinth for a special service of worship, 

which included the experience for those who wished, 

to walk the labyrinth for the first time. Youth and elder 

members, families and friends joined in this most spe-

cial occasion to witness and participate in the dedica-

tion, as a lovely New Mexico evening embraced us. 

For those of you unable to attend this special occasion 

and for those still remembering those special mo-

ments, below are excerpts of the service. For those of 

you interested in learning more about our labyrinth, 

there will be information available in the church office, as well as small ñfinger labyrinthsò. Jim and 

Carol are also happy to talk with you about labyrinths and introduce you to ours. 

The Offering/Dedication of the Labyrinth to God 

éWe set aside this space as the Labyrinth of St. Andrew,  

and we dedicate it for personal spiritual growth  

and the building of a healthy community.  

We ask your blessings, O God, of this space and all who walk here  

in their search for wisdom and a peaceful way of life. 

Benediction 

Bless, O Lord, this labyrinth and all who will walk upon its winding course.  

Help us to trust this path as a symbol of our life with you:  

that no matter how far we feel from you, you are always there at the center,  

waiting for us and welcoming us home. 

Bless our journeys. Help us to remember that you are with us  

in times of joy and in times of sadness.  

With each step we take, surround us with your light,  

for with you we do not walk in darkness.  

Keep our hearts and minds fixed upon your perfect peace  

that is the center of our life with you. 
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OCTOBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
Î Received Helenôs resignation from Deacons, effective at the end of the year. 

Î Received Communications Task Force report.  Sixty-one responses to the survey were received.  

Discussed ways to improve communications both among and beyond church members and be-

tween the Session and Deacons. 

Î Were instructed in locking up the building, closing interior doors and returning the thermostats to 

their programs after temporary adjustments are made. 

Î Approved redesign of the Sunday bulletin announcements sheet, to be implemented by the Com-

munications Task Force. 

Î Approved proposal to show appreciation to outgoing officers. 

Î Discussed Mission and St. Andrew participation in the Albuquerque Interfaith Annual Dinner in 

December.  

Î Approved youth participation in the Thanksgiving Roadrunner food drive. 

Î Approved Youth Choir Director job description. 

Î Distributed 2010 budget worksheets to Session members.  

Î Approved following building uses: 

¶ AA group for MWF meetings in the Adult CE Room from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.; fee to be 

paid. 

Î Approved Deaconôs request to send the $361.65 balance in the Military Fund to the Blue Star 

Mothers. 

Î Gave thanks to: 

¶ Andrecia for volunteering in the office for 90 days. 

¶ Those who participated in the Crop Walk, which raised around $10,000. 

¶ Those who helped with and attended the Chile Festival, which raised around $11,000. 

Î Clerk's Report:   Average attendance in September:  161     

   Membership (as of October 1st ):  225 

 

~ Jean , Clerk of Session ~ 
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 BOARD OF DEACONS REPORT 
The statistics that are reported to you in the newsletter are taken from reports submitted 

each month to the moderator from the deacons.  This report covers the period from Sep-

tember 10 through October 14.  The deacons reported having made 38 telephone calls, sent 

61 cards or notes, made 11 personal visits to members, served home communion to home-

bound members, and sent numerous e-mail messages. 

Communion was prepared and served at the church on World Communion Sunday, October 4. 

The deacons have continued to pack the snack sacks each week for those who stop by the church for 

assistance.  Gail keeps us stocked with the supplies. 

Several of our deacons and other members of the church have transported members to church on Sun-

day, to Bible study, and have gone out for walks. 

Since Project Share now closes from December 25 through January 1, we do not have our usual De-

cember Saturday.  We are discussing with Second Church and Project Share the possibility of doing 

something different at that time.  We wonôt have any firm information concerning this until after our 

November meeting. 

A number of our deacons participated in Albuquerque Interfaithôs Accountability Assembly on Sep-

tember 13. 

If any of you went to the NM State Fair and saw the art that was exhibited at the Fine Arts Gallery, 

you probably saw the wonderful mixed media work that Sara entered and sold.  I didnôt get to any of 

the other exhibits this year, so I cannot report on work that other talented members entered.  Con-

gratulations, Sara! 

The day before our October meeting, Ima left for Sitka, Alaska.  She was awarded a fully paid trip to 

attend a Volunteer Reunion of people who have volunteered at Sheldon Jackson College.  Ima was 

there during the 1995-1996 school year.  By the time you read this, she will have returned to Albu-

querque.  Be sure to ask her all about the trip.  Congratulations, Ima! 

At our meeting in October, we learned about the Depression jam that Doris has been making.  Some 

of you have been privileged to receive it! 

~ Dorothy , Moderator ~ 

PRAYER SHAWLS 
Several more Prayer Shawls will be dedicated on November 8. The Blessing of Prayer 

Shawls has become a quarterly event to bring peace, comfort and warmth into the lives of   

members. If you are currently making a shawl see Edith as she has gift tags to tie on; if you 

want to make a shawl see Edith as she has several patterns you could use; if you donôt knit 

or crochet you can participate in this project by contributing yarn see Edith.  Sheôll suggest what you 

should buy. It is requested that everyone who has already received a shawl wear it or bring it to the 

service on November 8. The rainbow of colors will remind us of Godôs promise to never forsake us; 

to hear our prayers and bring us Peace. 

~ Edith ~ 

FROM THE WORSHIP TEAM 
Many thanks, from the Worship and Music Team, to the October Worship planners:  

the Mission Team, Bill , Rev. Frank and his invitation to Rev. Andrew Black to join 

us for HIV/AIDS awareness Sunday and Sharon and Jim teaming up with Rev. Ken 

Cuthbertson.  Our spiritual lives are enriched by the excellent quality and variety of 

their worship services. 

Looking ahead, November will bring more spiritually fulfilling worship experiences.  Christ the King 

Sunday is November 22 and Bob is bringing back the bell choir and other excellent music selections.  

The Pilgrimage to Peace Service is November 25 at 5:30 pm as an alternative style of worshiping 

God.  November 29 begins the Advent season and a Taize style worship service is being planned for 

Sunday evening at 6:00 pm.   

Please support the Worship Committee on Saturday, November 28 at 3:30 pm.  We need many help-

ing hands to hang the greens, decorate our tree, and hang Advent season banners.  This is a  

Continued . . . 
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special time for families to come together and share a meaningful holiday experience; preparing our 

Narthex and Sanctuary for the beauty and glory of God.  A light soup, bread, and dessert supper will 

follow after decorating is complete, sometime between 5:30 and 6:00 pm.  Please join us! 

The Worship Team would like to share ñThe Book of Confessionsò with you each month.  The gifts 

this book gives are timeless and relevant.   ñA Brief Statement of Faithò, as a spiritual gift, continues 

this month. To witness this section of our Statement of Faith pray Ephesians 3:14-20 daily.  ñFor this 

reason I bow my knees before the Lord, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 

that according to the riches of Godôs glory God may grant you to be strengthened with power through 

Godôs Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith--that you, be-

ing rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 

that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.ò  

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage:  to pray without ceasing, to wit-

ness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and 

culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, free-

dom, and peace. 

~ Debbie and Sharon , Elders for Worship and Music ~ 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Edith has faithfully served as Worship Facilitator for many years.  The Worship Committee thanks 

her for years of devoted service.  Edith will step down as Facilitator at the end of this year.  We are 

now looking for a replacement.  A few highlights of the position that are suggested, but not required: 
 

Î   Educate Communion servers on the Sundays Communion is served. 

Î   Help with preparations, in the Sanctuary, on the day of the Worship Service. 

Î   Attend Worship Service Review, Thursdays, 6:00 - 7:00 pm  

Î   Recruit Worship Service Liturgists and Acolyte. 
 

The Worship Committee extends an invitation to anyone who would be interested to contact us.  This 

would also make a good ótwosomeô position for members of the same family.  Please contact Debbie 

if you would like to discuss this position further. 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Save the Date - November 28, Saturday, beginning at 3:30 pm.  The Worship Committee needs lots 

of willing hands to decorate our beautiful Church for the Advent season.  Hanging of the greens, set-

ting up and decorating the Christmas tree, and any other general preparations needed for the start of 

the Advent Season on the 29th.  There will be a light soup, bread, and dessert supper after we are 

done decorating around 5:30 pm. 

IN PREPARATION FOR ADVENT 

From ñHow Long Does Night take?ò By Gertrude Mueller Nelson, ñTo Dance With God, Liturgy For 

The Whole Churchò. 

Advent is the night of the Christian year. As a Jew begins the day at sunset, so Christians begin the 

church year in the darkening quiet of deepening winter, hushing our frenzy, readying for Christ. 

If youôre sick and in pain, night takes about a hundred years; If youôre alone, and waiting for love, 

one night takes forever; If youôre a child, and night seems a waste of perfectly good playtime, the 

night stretches on to eternity; If youôre a reluctant Messiah, sweating blood in a garden while the 

whole city parties, night is terrifyingly long. 

Night is all about waiting, and waiting is about helplessness. Waiting for dawn or light or hope or 

love or relief, we are helpless to turn back the darkness or hurry a new day. All we can do is wait; a 

time of waiting for God. 

We have no choice: Advent makes us wait; Advent is the churchôs night watch, our season of waiting. 

The helplessness and desire in waiting make every wait, in the end, a wait for God. The good news of 

Advent is that if we wait, while we wait, in the waiting, God comes. Waiting is mysteriously neces-

sary to all that is becoming, and especially to the becoming of souls. So every time of waiting is soul-

work, and a wait for God. 

How long does night take? When waiting is holy and artful, filled up with Godéjust long enough. 

~ Edith ~ 
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During the four Sundays of Advent we will NOT have verbal announcements during the Worship 

Service.  Announcements take away a lot of time on Sunday mornings, which is the only time all 

week when we come together to worship as a community.  The continuity of these Advent services is 

important to nurturing our spirits while we wait for the coming of Christ.  Let this serve as a reminder 

to get your notices to the church office for the December Presbytidings or the weekly insert.  Thank 

you. 

 

MISSION 
CROP WALK RESULTS 

A BIG THANK YOU to all the CROP Walk Walkers.  There were 12 churches which participated 

and we collected over $10,000.  St. Andrew brought in over $1300.  If you did not turn your enve-

lopes and the money you collected in on the day of the walk, please mail it to the Treasurer - Mrs. 

Violet Foley, 8619 Tia Christina Dr NW, Albuquerque, NM 87114.  Make sure you list all your iden-

tifying information, including your phone number, in case the Treasurer has any questions.  Again, 

Thank You for your participation.    

~ Ester and Marcos ~ 

HOW ST. ANDREW DOES PEACEMAKING? 

Anna and Ray report the 2009 Peace Offering on September 27, 2009 was $1149.62.  Once again, 

your generosity will help many.  Thank you to the members and friends of St. Andrew. 

COMFORT MY PEOPLE 

Dear Friends,    

Marilyn and I have been assessing the frequency, time and place of our gatherings and have come up 

with the following thoughts.  We would appreciate your input prior to and at the next meeting, No-

vember 15.     

On Sunday, October 18, several of us gathered to share and get updates on each other.  Now that we 

have Adult Education. classes, we have moved the gathering time to 12:00 - 1:00 pm on the third 

Sunday of each month.     

First, we are wondering if this gathering is providing support and encouragement for you.     

Second, we are wondering if this time works for you or do we need to look at other days and/or 

times?    

Third, we are planning to meet November 15 at 12:00-1:00 pm to share and to talk about the best time 

and date.  Several suggestions have been offered:       

a) continue meeting after CE class, 12-00:1-00 pm on the third Sunday of each month,      

b) meet at 8:00 am on a given Sunday,      

c) move to another day and time of week,      

d) meet at the same time as the CE class?    

Please think about what works best for you and send us a response which we will discuss at the No-

vember 15 meeting. We look forward to gathering again.     

~ Jan and Marilyn ~      

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
ADULT CE 

November 1:  Reflecting on the Saints in our lives, Susan and Mary  

November 8 and 15:  How to Study the Bible, using the Lectionary and Lectio Di-

vina, Frank Yates 

November 22:  No formal CE (Alternative Christmas Fair) 

November 29:  Intergenerational Advent Activities. 
 

SPIRITUALITY AT ST. ANDREW: AN INVITED PRESENCE  ?  
Imagine a tapestry illustrating Christian practice proceeding from left to right. On the left is illustrated 

the exercise of pure religious ritual. On the right is shown pure spontaneous celebration of praise. On 

the far left side one could locate churches that tread according to the steady rhythms of  

Continued . . . 
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liturgy, such as the Catholic and the traditional Episcopalian. On the far right side would be Pentecos-

tal churches and the Evangelical Quakers, churches which dance according to the up-bubbling of the 

Spirit. It is the transformational role of Godôs Spirit, the holy Presence whom we invite into our 

hearts, which will be described in An Invited Presence, a now-regular feature of Presbytidings. 

The Old Testament describes the Holy Spirit (ruach) filling Bezalel, son of Uri to inspire his design of 

gold, silver, and bronze appointments of the Temple (Ex. 31) and guiding the artisans who will design 

the robes of Aaron (Ex. 28). God spoke to Moses through the Spirit (Num. 11). The Spirit filled 

Joshua and allowed him to lead in Mosesô absence (Deut. 34). The Spirit made Othniel, Gideon and 

Samson great warriors in the defense of Israel (Judges 3, 6, 15). The Spirit transformed Saul and later 

David into kings (1 Sam. 10, 16). So, the Spirit is associated with special insight permitting extraordi-

nary knowledge, craftsmanship, and wisdom in governance. Yet by the time of Jesus, according to 

Christian tradition, Jewish religious practice was largely limited to ritual readings of scripture and 

sacrifice. Those who wished a more intimate experience with God, like John the Baptist, had to leave 

the cities and towns to go into the wastelands.   

In this portrait of the early church, Christians brought the Holy Spirit back into the synagogue. Begin-

ning with the Pentecostal visitation, the Spirit (pneuma) manifested itself primarily in prophecy and 

speaking in tongues, but also as healing, wisdom, and faith (see especially 1 Cor. 12-14). Despite St. 

Paulôs urging that congregations not let the enthusiasm of the Spirit disrupt good order, the young 

Christian sect was, in short order, expelled from the more traditional synagogues. 

The early church was rent by schism over the precise nature of beliefs, and adopted loyalty oaths such 

as the Nicene Creed to enforce orthodoxy. The problem: coercion and uniformity silence the Spirit. 

Urban Holmes III (A History of Christian Spirituality) credits Gregory of Nyssa (ca. 335- after 394) 

with developing orthodox spirituality from within the institutional church. Gregoryôs vision was of 

encountering God in darkness, in which darkness we come to know ñthe invisible and incomprehensi-

ble.ò For St. John of the Cross (1542-1591), a later spiritual seeker, this was no metaphor. In the dark-

ness of a dungeon, in the dark, sorrow-filled night of the soul, he sought and found comfort.  

So too is it for every one of us who face darkness in the loss of loved ones, denial of work, illness, 

depression, pain, and isolation. We need the miraculous healing and magical insight of the Spirit. If 

we have deferred the discipline of spiritual seeking until our time of trouble, how can we find our 

way? An Invited Presence hopes to answer questions about spirituality through reviews of selected 

books.     

~ Joel ~ 

MENõS BIBLE STUDY 
The Men's Bible Study continues to meet on Wednesday in the Library from 10:00 -11:00 am.  All 

men of the church are cordially invited. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
November Meetings: 

Lydia Circle: Bible Study Tuesday 9:30 am November 3, 2009  Adult Classroom 

 

Gathering:  Thank Offering Tuesday 9:30 am November 17, 2009 Adult Classroom 

We will dedicate our Thank Offering.  Bring something to share (verbally or physically) for which 

you are thankful. 

SEE YOU THERE!  ALL WOMEN OF THE  CHURCH ARE WELCOME. 

~ Nancy , Co-Moderator ~ 

November is Thank Offering month.  Over 100 years ago, to be exact 1888, the 

Thank Offering was begun at the urging of Eliza Clokey who asked her  friends to join 

her in giving a least a dollar over and above her usual pledge to mission work through 

the Women's Missionary Society as a "thank offering to her Lord." 

A special day was set aside for a "concert of prayer and praise and the gathering of the 

Thank Offering."  The gifts presented at the annual convention, represented much soul-searching and 

self-sacrifice on the part of many women.  The impact they made was immeasurable.  It has been 

said that women's giving saved the worldwide missionary movement at that time.  The thrust of 

how and where the money was used changed over the years, but a "Thank offering to her Lord" con-

tinued to be an important part of Women's giving by Presbyterian Women.  This wonderful legacy is 

extended church wide to all folks concerned about those in need.  Programs include hospitals,  

Continued . . . 
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schools, women's health programs, domestic violence shelters, child and youth programs, elder care 

programs, hunger programs and many more.  At least 40 percent of the offering supports hospitals 

and other health ministries throughout the world.  Projects were funded this year from the 2008 Thank 

Offering when the Creative Ministries committee of Presbyterian Women met in Louisville, February 

2009.  They approved grants totaling $684, 9000.  The listing and program information are listed on 

the bulletin board. 

Anyone knowing of a worthy project in need of some extra funding (and that is inclusive) can apply.  

A project must meet basic human needs; provide a form of aid that relates directly to the people being 

served; is a creative project less than three years old or a new direction for an existing program.  

Grants are based on merit, regardless of geographic location.  Grant application materials can be ob-

tained from Nancy Jones or online - www.pcusa.org/pw/thank. 

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS AND GIVE GENEROUSLY 

~ Nancy , Co-Moderator ~ 

ST. ANDREW GROUPS 
LUNCH BUNCH 
If you read The Albuquerque Journal you may have seen articles in early October about the PTA 

Clothing Bank and the large number of families they serve. Now you have an opportunity to contrib-

ute to that community outreach program by cleaning out those closets and bringing used, but good, 

jeans and T-shirts to the Lunch Bunch collection for the PTA Clothing Bank on November 15. Please 

be as generous as you have been in the past; we appreciate all YOUR efforts to make our ideas reach 

fruition. 

At 12:00 noon on that day the Lunch Bunch will also be doing their thing of going to lunch. Come 

and join us at the Coyote Diner at 7200 Montgomery, just east of the Smithôs at Louisiana. 

FIRST SUNDAY WOMENõS POTLUCK 

The Lunch Bunch invites all women of the church to join us in the Conference Room at noon on the 

first Sunday of November.  Bring a salad to share and weôll talk about the saints in our lives, since itôs 

All Saints Day. 

 

ADULT SINGLES 

Adult Singles regular meeting date is the fourth Sunday of each month.  This month 

that date is November 29 which is also the Sunday following Thanksgiving.  For this 

reason we are scheduling Rex's Hamburgers at the west end of the strip mall where 

Red Lobster is located (Montgomery and San Pedro).  It is a new venue and a depar-

ture from traditional Thanksgiving foods.  They offer a fairly large breakfast menu 

and a few luncheon platters.  We will be seated at the rear of the restaurant in a par-

tially secluded spot so we will not be bothered by noise.  

ST. ANDREW WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP 

The November meeting is rescheduled because of Thanksgiving.  We are meeting 

the 5th Monday, November 30.  The book we are discussing is a change of pace and 

is easy to find; there are over 50 copies in the library.  The book is ñChange of 

Heartò by Jodi Picoult.  It is about a heart transplant and a convicted killer who 

wants to donate his.        

We will not be meeting in December.  The book for January is ñChina Roadò by Robert Gifford. 

There are only 7 copies in the library, but it is in paperback.  The National Public Radio's China cor-

respondent spent six weeks and 3,000 miles on China's Mother Road.  Gifford profiles ordinary Chi-

nese people coping with tumultuous change as development and commerce shrink a vast geography. 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
Have you wondered why the interior doors in the building are usually closed except on Sunday morn-

ings?  Here's the answer!  We're trying to be energy efficient.  Each area of the building has a thermo-

stat to regulate the heating and cooling of that area.  The thermostats are set in response to the times 

each area or room is used.  By keeping doors closed we maximize the heating and cooling of each 

area so-------PLEASE help us be as energy efficient as possible by closing doors and turning off 

lights.  Many thanks for everyone's cooperation. 

~ Sally , Elder for Buildings and Grounds / Buildings as Mission ~ 
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
Dear Members and Friends of St. Andrew, 

We have had another great month in Christian Education for children and 

youth. Our workshop rotation this month was David as a Boy. Our children 

and youth got to explore the stories of King David through drama, music, art, 

worship and making sling shots. We are so grateful for the excellent teaching 

and leading from Gail , Jaime , Jeff , Ken , Bill , Mark , Donna , Andrecia , 

Ella , Sharon , and to our wonderful staff, Melissa , Rachel , and Ashley . We are looking forward to 

starting our next rotation- ñAdvent; The Shepherdsò. We will be making ornaments, exploring a day 

in the life of a shepherd, making cookies for Project Share, packing lunches for Project Share and 

making our own choose your own adventure stories. Let me know if you are interested in being a vol-

unteer for one of our three week workshops! 

Please be sure to thank Melissa for all of her service in the Nursery. She will continue to be a member 

of the church, but finds that she is a little tired these days, and needs a break on Sundays. 

Morning Glories is off to a fantastic fourth year. We have a great group of children who come to-

gether with their caregivers on Wednesdays for a morning of programming and fun. We had a won-

derful time celebrating Halloween by visiting the clients at Share Your Care, and bringing them beau-

tiful pumpkin cards. This year we are basing our themes around favorite childrenôs books. We began 

with ñChicka Chicka ABCò, and then ñBrown Bearò. We are looking forward to ñStone Soupò in No-

vember. If anyone is interested in volunteering in the program, we are always happy to have someone 

to hold babies. We meet from 9:30 am -12:00 pm on Wednesdays. 

Our confirmation class has met for the third time, and we have been looking at baptism, Presbyterian 

polity, and important questions about God and suffering. We are pleased to welcome Rev. Karen 

Cobb into the leadership of the class. Rev. Cobb brings wonderful insights and understanding to the 

class, and we are glad to have her on board. We have a great group of youth-Clarissa , Andrea , 

Donovan , Montgomery , William , and Walker . Please keep all of our students in your prayers as we 

prepare them for adult membership in the church. Next month, we will be meeting on November 15. 

Youth Group was involved in two great events this month- the CROP walk and the finger blaster war. 

We had a great time working to raise funds and awareness about hunger in Albuquerque- thank you 

all for your support. We also had a fantastic time at the Finger Blaster war with over 50 youth from 

all over the Presbytery. Next month we will be meeting on November 1 to watch ñEdward Scissor 

Handsò, and on November 22, we will be going to Road Runner Food Bank at 12:00 pm to help out 

with ñSorting Sundayò. 

Our Triennium group is getting ready to submit applications. Please keep our group in your prayers. 

We are very proud of Irene . Irene has been chosen by the Presbytery of Santa Fe to be one of our 

three youth delegates. Irene will travel to Minneapolis in July to represent our Presbytery as part of 

the Young Adult Delegation. Make sure that Irene knows were you stand on issues facing our church 

today.  

Many thanks to all of you for your encouragement, prayers, and help. We have a great program for 

children and youth at St. Andrew because of all that you do to support it. Thanks! 

~ Yours in Christ, Deborah ~ 

Events in November: 

11/1 ï Youth Group ï 12:00-2:00 pm Come enjoy a movie, popcorn and discussion. Pizza provided! 

11/8 ï Senior High Youth Group ï 12:00-2:00 pm at Nob Hill Satellite. Itôs been a big year already. 

Come, get a treat and catch up with each other.  

11/15 ï Confirmation ï 12:00-2:00 pm Bring your lunch! Frank will be facilitating with Deborah. 

11/22 ï NO SUNDAY SCHOOL- Have fun shopping at the Alternative Christmas Faire and then 

head over to Sorting Sunday at Road Runner. This is a great experience for all ages!  

11/29 ï Intergenerational Craft Day- Come celebrate the first Sunday of Advent with your family. 

Make wreath, make a collage, make cards, come, relax and have fun! Activity Room, CE hour.  

Famous Friends will not be 11/29! New date TBD.  
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STEWARDSHIP 
Every year at this time, the Session is trying to plan for next year as well as keep our eye on this 

yearôs financial situation.   At end of September our expenditures had exceeded our revenues by 

nearly $6,000.  Although we typically run a small deficit at this time of year, this deficit is large 

enough that I felt it necessary to bring it your attention.  As Stewardship Elder, I would ask for your 

continued prayers and support for the mission of St. Andrew.  Please review your pledges and contri-

butions and then give and serve as you are called and as you are able. 

~ Peace, Dean , Elder~  

LETTERS AND NEWS 
ESTRADA FAMILY PLANS TO MOVE INTO NEW HABITAT HOUSE BY THANKSGIVING!  

Roberto and Sandra Estrada and their two chil-

dren (also Roberto & Sandra) and their 1-year 

old grandson (Alexander) are excited about their 

new home and the prospects of moving in in time 

for the holidays.  The Estrada family moved 

from Mexico to El Paso, TX, in 1996.   

After attaining US residency and thriving in El 

Paso, the family decided to move to Albuquer-

que to further pursue their goals--better educa-

tion for their children and better wages for the 

work they perform.  The Estradas, however, 

found it difficult to find affordable housing in 

Albuquerque.  When they learned about GAHH 

and its goal to help families have their own 

homes, they immediately applied and were ac-

cepted.  The family is an exemplary GAHH partner family:  finishing homeownership classes, enthu-

siastically completing sweat-equity hours and providing delicious home-cooked meals to volunteers 

at the job site.  Roberto says, "You may make sacrifices, but if the family stays united and has good 

communication, when you do reach your goal you will value and enjoy it more."      

The building of this Presbyterian/Catholic Habitat house has set records in terms of time.  It was com-

pleted in 13 weeks (16 weeks is normal) and will be dedicated on Saturday, November 21.  Watch 

for details! 

ATTENTION ALL THE SEWING ANGELS AND KNITTERS IN THE CONGREGATION.  
We are still sending baby jackets (pattern available) sewn or knitted, newborn hats and 54" x 54" 

blankets to the Church World Service for African hospitals in Malawi.  These items can be single or 

double weight.  Please help out and give your creations to Nancy .   

A FAMILY THANKSGIVING 

The Sunday BEFORE Thanksgiving, November 22, 2009, you are invited to join other St Andrew 

family at Roadrunner Food Bank from 12:00 ï 2:00 pm for ñSortin Sundayò, when we will join hun-

dreds of other community members to sort food to help ensure that all New Mexican families have 

something to eat and share on Thanksgiving. 

We will carpool to Roadrunner at its new, closer location, 5840 Office Blvd NE. 

Bring a brown bag lunch to eat beforehand.  Watch for flyers in the next few weeks for detailed direc-

tions.  Questions?? See Karen Cobb 

GABRIEL PARISH NEWS    
In partnership with our sister parish, Jordanaires and Ginger , we served 158 meals at Project Share 

on Saturday, October 24.    

On Sunday, October 25, all of St. Andrew celebrated with Jack and Norma on the occasion of their 

65th Wedding Anniversary. Congratulations Jack and Norma.    

~ Doris and Keith , Deacons of Gabriel Parish ~ 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK OF ALBUQUERQUE      
Homelessness is hard enough to endure when a single person lacks shelter, but when children are 

homeless, it is heartbreaking.  IHN is a community response to families experiencing homelessness 

Continued . . . 


