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PASTOR TO PEOPLE—FRANKLY SPEAKING 
 

September 2009 

 

Come September St. Andrew always gears up for its educational ministry 

at the beginning of a new school year.  We are so grateful to be led in our 

ministry by Adult CE Elder Susan and Children and Youth Elder Donna 

and by our Director of Children and Youth Ministry Deborah . And we 

are so grateful for all of our teachers and volunteers who bring so much 

faith and energy and love to our children, youth and adults.  This is a congregation in 

the Reformed wing of the Christian tradition that highly values education and under-

standing.   
 

It was said long ago that "Faith seeking understanding" is a major part of our spiritual 

journey.   Not that we can fully understand all the mysteries of God-like the Trinity-or 

the mysteries of Christ-like our belief that Christ is fully human and fully divine si-

multaneously or what the Atonement, the death of Christ means-or the mystery of the 

Holy Spirit-how the Spirit of the Risen Christ lives in and among us and throughout 

the whole world. 

 

 We can never fully comprehend these mysteries of the faith, but we can delve into 

these faith affirmations, not like they are scientific data subject to analysis in the same 

way we examine a supernova in space.  Rather we delve into these faith affirmations 
with faith and hope and love.  That is, we study our faith with our whole being and 

not just with our heads.  These are matters of "ultimate concern" as Paul Tillich used 

to say.  They involve not only our outlook about life, but our attitudes and feelings 

and actions.  These are spiritual realities that summon our whole being and require 

something from us. 

 

For instance, if it is true that God is love, that really matters in the way I feel about 

God and the way I feel about my brothers and sisters.  God's love revealed in the face 

of Christ stirs me at a very deep level. I come to understand in an existential way that 

I am loved, warts and all.  Loved so much that God showed love in an utterly self-

surrendering way at the cross.  Love that held nothing back, love that gave all.  That 

is the love we experience in Christ our Lord.  When I delve into that reality through 
study, prayer and conversation with others, I find myself in awe of a "love that will 

not let me go".   

 

And that summons me to love my sisters and brothers for whom Christ died in a way 

I never could before.  Christ's love now flows through us and among us, the Spirit is 

alive and love triumphs.  That is not just theoretical knowledge. That is a mystery that 

has become a felt reality in us and through us.  So when I encourage you to be a part 

of the Church as a learning community, it is not just a call to "come to class."  It is 

really more a call to "come to Jesus", the One who loved us and gave himself for us. 

It is to hear again the call of Jesus who said, "Come and learn of me."  That is the 

ultimate challenge of Christian education-to come learn of Jesus and his love  It will 
involve your head and your heart and your hands and your wallet and your time and 

your relationships and your hopes.  In short, this is a matter of ―ultimate concern." 

 

A final note. I hope all of you will pray earnestly for the Confirmation Class that is 

just getting off the ground. Our young people will learn more about the love of Christ 

with Deborah and me.  We look forward to their journey of faith and hopefully their 

public profession of Christ as Lord and Savior at the Easter Vigil.  Please pray for 

Deborah and me and all the adults/parents who will be guiding them in this wonderful 

adventure of faith, a lifetime of "faith seeking understanding" in the deepest sense of 

that term. 

 

Meanwhile, my prayers for all of you that you commit yourself to the great venture of 
learning more about Jesus and his love. 

 

Peace and Hope Frank 

SPECIAL  
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The Session has called a Special 

Congregational Meeting for Sun-

day, September 13 directly after 

worship.  The agenda item is to 

consider a recommendation from 

the Session to change our by-

laws to allow a church officer to 
serve two two year terms (total 

of four years) and then rotate off 

at least one year.  The Book of 

Order allows a church officer to 

serve up to six years at a time. 
 

OFFICERS OF  
THE CONGREGATION   

If you have a copy of the book 

―Selected to Serve‖ by Earl 

Johnson, please return it 

to the church office so we can 

use it again for officer training.  

~ Thanks, Frank Yates ~ 

 

OCTOBER PRESBYTIDINGS 
ARTICLE DEADLINE 

Articles for the October edition 

of Presbytidings are due by 

11:00 am October 23. 
 

Electronic submissions preferred 

- email to sapc2@juno.com. 
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AUGUST SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Approved October 4 Congregational Meeting to elect officers (Elders and Deacons). 

 Approved Rev. Karen Cobb as Moderator for the October 20 Session meeting (Rev. Yates in China). 

 Received Nominating Committee status report:  have five or six people committed for Deacons but only one or two for 

Elder. 

 Approved change to By-Laws to allow Elders to serve two consecutive two-year terms; will be voted on at Congrega-

tional Meeting on September 13 after worship. 

 Approved Heather as the new Children and Youth Choir Director. 

 Approved following building uses: 

 Adult Classroom by CCPJ, a project of the NM Community Foundation, on August 20 and 21. 

 Adult Classroom for ethics class taught by Rev. Yates for engineering continuing education credits on September 29. 

 Cub Scout and Webeloes sale of popcorn on September 27 after worship 

 Approved special collection for 50th Anniversary Committee; half to go to Martineztown and half to the Building Fund. 

 Approved sleepover fundraiser with Shepherd of the Valley for the Metropolitan Homeless Project on October 17; any-

one can participate. 

 Approved Rev. Ken Cuthbertson to preach on October 25. 

 Approved Rev. Ray Jones, Head of the PC (USA) Evangelism Program, to preach on September 27. 

 Moved Miryam and Randy to the Inactive List; deleted Ann and Wendy from the Inactive List. 

 Gave thanks to: 

¶ Team working on preparations for the August 22 Presbytery meeting. 

¶ Those who‘ve creating the eighty-one prayer shawls to-date and Edith for organizing the program. 

¶ Rod and Fonda for hosting the Session retreat and Patty for providing the program. 

¶ Those who worked on the Habitot House.  

 Clerk's Report:  Average attendance in July:  120        

 Membership (as of August 1):  227 

 Treasurer's Report:            

                 July                 YTD   

Income   $23,764.10  $167,067.15   

Expenses  $21,142.33  $168,596.60   

Difference    $2,621.77     ($1,529.45) 
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 BOARD OF DEACONS REPORT 
This report covers the period from June 11 thru August 12, 2009.  The deacons reported having made 46 telephone calls, 

sent 89 cards or notes, made 33 personal visits to members, and sent numerous e-mail messages. 
 

Communion was prepared and served at the church by several deacons in July and August.  The communion bread was 

purchased, but we are always grateful to have bread that is baked by some of our members..  If you are interested in bak-

ing bread for communion, please let your deacon know.  The deacon in charge of the communion elements for September 

will be Doris and Keith for the Gabriel Parish. 
   

The deacons have continued to pack the snack sacks each week for those who stop by the church for assistance.  We are 

especially grateful to Gail for purchasing the supplies. 
 

Several of our deacons and other members of the church have transported members to church on Sunday, to doctors‘ ap-

pointments, to other church functions, and have gone out for walks.  Meals have been taken to members who have had 

surgery and needed assistance. 
 

 

Ginger and Doris and Keith were in charge of Project Share the fourth Saturday in June.  The Gabriel Parish and others in 

the congregation provided the casseroles, brownies, and some of the other food supplies.  Thanks to everyone who helped 

make it a very special day for all those who were served at Project Share. 
 

Prayer shawls were blessed at the worship service on August 9.  Eleven crafters have donated their time and money since 

the deacons decided in February of 2007 to provide this ministry.  Many  beautiful shawls and lap throws 

have been made and about 78 or more families have been the recipients of the love and prayers that have 

gone into these gifts. 
 

The deacons are very appreciative of the help given by friends and members of the church. 
 

~ Dorothy , Moderator ~ 
 

NEWS FROM APOSTLES PARISH 
Our own Dr. Judith Wilde has become Executive Director of the National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisi-
tion (NCELA), funded by the U.S. Department of Education in Washington, D.C. (http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/).   Judith 

lives in Washington, but retains her heart ties and membership in St. Andrew.   ―NCELA coordinates and conveys a broad 

range of research and resources in support of an inclusive approach to high quality education for English language learn-

ing.‖ 
 

~ Bill ~   
 

NEWS FROM GABRIEL PARISH 
Gabriel Parish reports that many of our prayers have been and are being answered. Thank you.  

  

Jaime has graduated with her nursing degree. Andy is feeling better, Elizabeth is walking on her new knees and Joanna is 

doing what she has to do in order to get well. Paula is settling into her job and her children are doing a good job of taking 

care of themselves during her work hours with a little help from all the grandparents, friends and neighbors. Mary and her 

cat are settled into their new surroundings and they love it at Grand Court. You should see her balcony! 
  

Andrecia is looking for both a new place to live and is working to advance her career choices. Way to go, Andrecia. 
 

 ~ Doris , Gabriel Parish ~ 
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FROM THE WORSHIP TEAM 
Many thanks from the Worship and Music Team for those volunteers who silently work behind the scenes to 

facilitate Worship.  Edith is Worship Assistant and coordinates many aspects of the service.  Linda faithfully 
confirms the ushers each week and acts as note taker at every Exegesis meeting.  Jack faithfully recruits 

communion servers every month and every special communion service.  Kathy recruits the person presenting 

‗Time for Young Disciples‘ every week.  Thank you to these dedicated people and any others silently working to help our 

Worship Service be inspirational to us and to give praise to God. 
 

The Alternative Service Task Force is hard at work developing a schedule of services.  Please come and experience the 

launch of an alternative worship service on Sunday, September 20, 5:30 pm, a service devoted to the new Labyrinth.  Our 

goal is to devote each service to the praise of God with meaningful music and messages. 
 

The Worship Team would like to share The Book of Confessions with you each month.  The gifts this book gives are 

timeless and relevant.   A Brief Statement of Faith, as a spiritual gift, continues this month.  In the course of separating 

from the Roman Catholic church, the Reformers needed to be sure about what were the marks of the true church.  From 

Scripture, they found two criteria: The faithful preaching of the Word of God and the right use of the sacraments.  Today, 

the local church is a manifestation of the one universal church, and embodies the nature of that church as God‘s regenerate 

family, Christ‘s ministering body, and a fellowship sustained by the Holy Spirit.  Share the good news! 
 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit justifies us by grace 
through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 

believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
 

~ Debbie and Sharon , Elders for Worship and Music ~ 
 

PRAYER SHAWLS 
Dear Friends, 
 

From inception to date, 81 prayer shawls have been made, blessed and presented to members or friends of members of this 

congregation by 10 crafters and one unknown knitter. At the last Blessing a shawl showed up but without a name as to 

who made it. Whoever you are, please let me know for a thank you is in order.  
 

No responses have been voiced yet regarding knitting lessons so I‘ll make the offer one more time. If you 

are interested in learning to knit or crochet we could set up a few afternoons or evenings to learn the craft 

and then just check in from time to time. As with many other activities, it is as much a blessing to give as to 

receive.  
 

Several monetary gifts have been made and donations of yarn received and a big THANK YOU goes out to those people 

who have made future shawls a possibility. To be wrapped in comfort, warmth and prayer is a blessing everyday as well 

as in times of need. 
 

The next Blessing of Prayer Shawls will be on November 8, the second Sunday in November. On that day I‘d like every-

one who has received a shawl to wear it or bring it to that service. We‘re closing in on the day when everyone in our com-

munity will be cloaked with prayer. 

 

~ Shalom, Edith ~ 
 

LIVING WATER AT ST. ANDREW 
St. Andrew is one of seven congregations participating in the ecumenical ―Living Water‖ program sponsored by the Sa-

maritan Center and funded by the Lilly Endowment.   Living Water is a congregational renewal program designed to pro-

mote spiritual deepening, to catch the spiritual ―wind in the sails‖ that properly guides the life of Christian communities.   

Rather than a one-time ―feel good‖ retreat or classroom experience, it is intended to help congregations integrate spiritual-

ity into ongoing congregational life and leadership.  The other participating congregations are Annunciation Catholic, 

First Presbyterian, Harwood/Carlisle Plaza/Spanish Speaking United Methodist, Holy Rosary Catholic, St. Michael and 

All Angels Episcopal, and St. Timothy‘s Lutheran.   
 

Each congregation is represented by a leadership team of at least five members, who commit more than 50 hours to a Sep-

tember retreat, monthly trainings through May, and regular team meetings.  St. Andrew‘s team includes Frank Yates, Deb-

orah , Jan , Thala , and Bill . 
 

~ Bill ~   
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
The Lydia Circle of Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, September 1 in the Adult CE room at 9:30 

am.  We will begin the new study which is JOSHUA.  This is a good study and challenging to us.  Please read 

the introductory material which will give you an understanding of the area, the people, and the history which 

will be different to a lot of us.  There will be study books available to those who do not already have them.  

See your there! 
 

NEW THIS FALL!!  SECOND PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY 
Curious about the book of Joshua?  Never able to make a Tuesday morning  PW Bible study?  This Fall Karen Cobb is 

offering a second opportunity to engage in both. 
 

When:  2nd Sunday of the month, starting in September and going through May Time:   11:00 am -  12:00 pm 

Where:  Church Library RSVP:  Rev. Karen Cobb (505) 239-2259 

Come check it out - a well written study with a cool group of women! 
 

~ Rev. Karen and Nancy  , Co-Moderator ~ 
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Coming Soon----2 events abouté 

 ***LABYRINTHS***   

 

coordinated by Jim Prewitt and Carol Dolan 
 

NOTE: On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, the commemorative gift 

of a labyrinth has been constructed outside on the east side of our building. To help us learn about this gift and 

to dedicate it to the church, two events have been planned. We hope you will join us. 
 

Sunday, September 20---11:00 AM: Adult Education Class-- 

Exploring Labyrinths 
We‘ll discuss some interesting facts you may have wondered about… 

 

* How did labyrinths originate? Where? How long ago? 

* What about the different designs of labyrinths? 

*What is the difference between a labyrinth and a maze? 

*Where can we find labyrinths around the world, in the United States and in New Mexico?  

*How are labyrinths used in the Christian faith? 
*Why do we have a labyrinth at St. Andrew? 

 

Sunday, September 20---5:30 pm--A Special Worship Service  
which will incorporate 

 

A Dedication of our Labyrinth  

and, if you choose… 

 

 Walking the Labyrinth  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
The Men's Bible Study meets from 10am-11am on Wednesdays in the church Library. During September we will continue 

our study on the Psalms.  Frank Yates will lead the discussion. All men of the church are invited. 
 

HISTORICAL JESUS CLASS 
The Historical Jesus class will begin it's fall study in September, the 2nd & 4th Thursday's in Library.  The first session 

will be September 10 at 10:00 am. 
 

ST. ANDREW WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP 
In September, we will meet on Wednesday, September 30 at 6:00 pm in the Adult CE room.  The book 

discussed will be ―The Infidel‖ by Ayaan Hersi Ali.  This is an autobiography of a woman who was born 

a Muslim in Somalia and sought asylum in Holland. She then campaigned to address the plight of the 

Muslim women and children.  She collaborated on a film about domestic violence against Muslim 

women; she received death threats and the director was assassinated.  The library has quite a few copies.  
 

ST. ANDREW SHINES FOR PRESBYTERY EVENT 
Thank you to so many of the congregation for hosting and welcoming 90 people at the Presbytery Nurture Event on Satur-

day, August 22.  
 

The church looked terrific, the continental breakfast was fabulous, the AV worked wonderfully, and the church was as 

clean at the end of the day as it was at the beginning! And our guests remarked on how welcome they felt.  
 

Many thanks to those who volunteered to make the day a huge success:  Bill , Jamie , David , Sean , Deborah , Jeff , 

Willard , Nancy , Susan , Bill , Debbie , Steve , Phil , all the parishes for donating the fabulous food and Patsy Engelking 

for the fruit trays. And the dream team of organizers – Sally , Carol , Margo , and Edith .  What a great church! 
 

~ Janet ~ 

ADULT CE 
Sept 6:  No CE - Outdoor BBQ 
 

Sept 13:  Frank Yates will lead a discussion on the meaning of Adult Christian Education-why we do it? its purpose?  We 

will also examine the stages of adult faith and how CE could nurture our growth as adult Christians. 
 

Sept 20:  Carol and Jim will be coordinating education on the Labyrinth. 
 

Sept 27:  Rev. Ray Jones, the head of the PC (USA) Evangelism program, will speak on our outreach to our neighborhood 
with the Good News of Christ 
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ADULT SINGLES—LUNCH BUNCH 
Adult Singles:  Back to our regular schedule, Adult Singles will meet on the fourth Sunday of each month. 

This month on September 27 we will go to lunch  at 12:30 pm at the Olive Garden, 6301 San Mateo, NE. Rides for 
all!  Meet in the Narthex after Adult CE class.  There will be a questionnaire and discussion about our fall meeting plans 

so be thinking about what you would prefer. 
 

Lunch Bunch:  November 15 is the date of the next clothing drive so this is just to ―put a bee in your bonnet‖ that while 

you are cleaning out the closets this Fall to put these things aside…Jeans and T-shirts. The Lunch Bunch will be collecting 

these items in November for the PTA clothing bank. Large or small…kids come in all sizes. In my day if you wore jeans 

to school it was either snowing or you got sent home…but it is a new and different time. 
 

Also, November 15 is the third Sunday of a month that has five Sundays so we‘ll be going to Lunch too…because that is 

what we do. We‘ll be going to The Coyote Diner at 7200 Montgomery, just east of the Smith‘s at Louisiana. Mark your 

calendars. 
 

ALL-CHURCH PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN FALL KICK-OFF EVENT 
Join PW, the Lunch Bunch and the First Sunday group as we meet together on Saturday, September 19 from 12:00 - 3:00 

pm at the Albuquerque Museum.  We‘ll be eating at the Museum Café at noon, then doing the Family Art Project at 1:00 
pm.  We should also have time to see the current exhibits, which include a great suite of Ghost Ranch photographs.  The 

Café and Art Projects are kid-friendly, so all women of the church are invited to join us for whatever part of the afternoon 

you can.  If you could use a ride, talk to Nancy or Susan  
 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS UPDATE 
 

BUILDINGS   
 No big issues this month just the usual bits and pieces of minor repairs in the Child Care Rooms especially. 
 

GROUNDS  
 A shrub on the west side "caught" on fire on August 16. Fire Station 19 dealt with it. Lee Landscaping, after finishing 

a job at Palo Duro, came by and removed the remains. 

 Have you noticed a change in plantings on the north side? Some of the originals died so they are being replaced. 

 Weeds have been growing well this summer. 
 

BUILDING AS MISSION 
 Now that fall is almost here building use is increasing so be sure to schedule your meetings on the calendar and com-

plete the Building Use form for special events. 

 If you need to borrow any church equipment be sure to check with Margo for coffee pots and such, Sally for easels, 

chairs and tables etc. and Sharon or Debbie for banners and such.  There is a form to complete so things don't get lost. 
 

THANK YOU TO 
 Jack for helping Steve with adjusting the sprinkler system. 
 Beth for the donation of a bath chair and wheelchair. 

 Lee and Vera for their donations of tools. 

 David for the laptop. 

 Donna for making a DVD of all of the church rooms for insurance purposes. 
 

~ Sally , Elder for Buildings and Grounds / Buildings as Mission ~ 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
Dear Members and Friends of St. Andrew, 

     We had a wonderful end to our summer. During the last few weeks of vacation, Josh Hughes and Averill Nolte made a 

beautiful mural in the nursery. If you haven‘t seen it yet, peek your head in and check it out. 

     We also came together to discuss the Presbyterian Youth Triennium. As many of you may know, Triennium is a na-

tional youth leadership conference that happens every three years at the University of Indiana in Purdue. Over 5,000 youth 

from around the country, and around the world, come together for fellowship, worship, workshops, small groups and mis-

sion. We are so pleased that we have a number of Senior High Youth interested. We hope that the whole church will sup-

port our fundraising efforts as we get ready to send our young people out. 

     We started Youth Group and Church school with a bang this year. The children created a beautiful banner, played 
games and reconnected with each other. Many thanks to Deanna , Donna , Rod , Sharon , Jeff and Melissa . The children 

will be studying communion in September. 

     Our youth met with about 100 youth from all over the presbytery for capture the flag, games and a cook out. A huge 

rainstorm just added to all the fun! 

     We will be starting confirmation on August 30. All youth ages 13 and up are invited to attend. We will be meeting 

once a month from 12:00 - 2:00 pm, until Easter.  

     If you are interested in playing music with the children, please let me know. We will begin each church school with a 

short assembly time where we will be singing, and hearing the lesson for the day. We hope that people interested in music 

will sign up on a rotating basis. We also need story tellers to help with our lessons. 

     We will be using the workshop rotation model for church school again this year. Children from birth to 8th grade will  

engage in activities to help them better understand our lessons. If you are interested in leading a workshop, please speak to 
Deborah. We need people interested in art, worship, banner making, cooking, science, games and more. 

     Senior Highs will continue using the Thoughtful Christian resources to delve into issues of Christian living, and work-

ing on making their faith a support for them as they move on in their busy lives. If you are interested in being a guest fa-

cilitator in their class, please speak with Jeff , or with me. 

     Many thanks to all of you for making programming for Children and Youth at St. Andrew so vital and successful! 

     Please check the calendar for Children and Youth Ministry Events. 
 

~ Yours in Christ, Deborah ~ 
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LETTERS AND NEWS 
BOOKS FOR AFRICA 
When I visited South Africa recently, I found that the schools were very short of books.  They asked us to pass the word 

around to donate money or books to an organization called Books for Africa and they will distribute them to the schools in 

Africa.  They needed all kinds of books from kindergarten to college.  The school I visited was especially interested in 
science textbooks. They do not want magazines, except for issues of National Geographic. You can find all the informa-

tion you need at their website (http://www.booksforafrica.org/). Their headquarters are at Books for Africa Office, 253 

East 4th St, Suite 200, St. Paul, MN 55101, Phone (651) 602-9844; Fax (651) 602-9848; email: bfa@booksforafrica.org.    

If you want to donate books, ship them to the warehouse in Atlanta: Books for Africa Warehouse, 2971 Olympic Indus-

tries Drive SE, Suite C, Smyma, GA 30080, phone 404-603-8680.  They also appreciate donations of money to help pay 

for their shipments to Africa.   
 

~ Rogene ~ 
 

CITY ELECTIONS ARE UPON US.  JOIN ALBUQUERQUE INTERFAITH IN ―STANDING FOR FAMILIES‖ 
Albuquerque Interfaith will hold its elections assembly, ―Standing for Families‖ with City Council and mayoral candi-

dates on Sunday, September 13, 3:00 -  4:30 pm at Holy Rosary, 5415 Fortuna Rd. which intersects S. Coors near West 

Mesa HS.  St. Andrew is one of the founding congregations of AI and the first Protestant member congregation.  Please 

mark your calendars so we have a strong showing.  There are three key issues that we will ask all candidates to address. 

 Workforce Training Strategy – AI is working toward a strategy that trains pre-screened, reliable people to employers‘ 

specifications in return for their commitment to pay a family wage, with benefits, and a career path. 

 The ¼ cent for Public Safety - AI worked successfully to pass the tax and broaden the definition of public safety, 

from just police and fire protection, to include before and after school programs, and addiction intervention and pre-

vention programs.  The monies have not been used as intended. 

 City Transit Workers – Bus drivers are being treated unjustly, due to internal departmental politics, resulting in costly 

suspensions and a high turnover of drivers that undermine public safety. 
 

~Eleanor ~ 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE LEGISLATION – TELL YOUR SENATOR 
The US Senate Environment and Public Works Committee is now working on complementary legislation using H.R. 

2454, the American Clean Energy and Security Act, sponsored by Henry Waxman and Ed Markey, as a model. Urge your 

Senator to pass a historic clean energy bill this year. Ask for: 

¶ Stronger emission targets 

¶ Closing the coal loophole that does not enforce performance standards for plants permitted before January 1, 
2009 

¶ Strengthening energy efficiency standards 

¶ Auction more allowances to create a larger stream of revenue for public purposes and to allow more funding for 

international adaptation to at least $3.4  

NM Interfaith Power and Light has an e-letter you can send by going to Regeneration Project website 

(www.theregenerationproject.org) and clicking on action. 
 

Phone calls are very important, handwritten letters are even better, and setting up a visit in your district office is 

best.  Watch for town hall meetings and events that you might attend and offer your supportive voice for a climate action 
bill.  
 

Senator Udall District Offices: Senator Bingaman District Offices: 

Las Cruces:  (575) 526-5475 Albuquerque:  (505) 346-6601 

Albuquerque:  (505) 346-6791 Santa Fe:  (505) 988-6647 

Santa Fe:  (505) 988-6511 Roswell:  (575) 622-7113 

 Las Vegas:  (505) 454-8824 
 

~ Jim , Mission Committee, Environmental Justice Subcommittee Chair ~ 
 

CRIME PREVENTION TIPS 
I was caught up in a counterfeit cashier‘s check fraud this summer.  In reporting it to the FBI, I discovered many people 

are reporting frauds in many different areas.  I will be giving crime prevention tips in the next few months.  We do not 

want anyone from St. Andrew getting caught up in a fraud of any kind.  It can cost someone a headache and possible 

money lost.   
 

 PREVENTING COUNTERFEIT CASHIERôS CHECK FRAUD 

 Inspect each cashier‘s check. 

 Ensure the amount of the check matches in figures and words. 

 Check to see that the account number is not shiny in appearance. 

 Be watchful that the drawer‘s signature is not traced. 

 Official checks are generally perforated on at least one side. 
 Inspect the check for additions, deletions, or other alterations.  

 Contact the financial institution on which the check was drawn to ensure legitimacy. 

 Obtain the bank‘s telephone number from a reliable source, not from the check itself. 

 Be cautious when dealing with individuals outside of your own country. 
 

~ Sharon ~ 
 

POPCORN FUNDRAISER - SEPTEMBER 27, 2009 
The Cub Scouts and Webeloes will be selling popcorn after worship on September 27. 
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MOVIE NITE 
Our next Movie Nite at Jan‘s will be Wednesday, October 21 at 6:00 pm for snacks.  The movie is, ―Edward  

Scissorhands‖, with Josh leading the discussion after the viewing.   
 

Now don't let the title throw you.  It is really a beautiful story about a 'man' who was invented but the inventor died before 
he completed Edward.  A lovely moral lesson to be learned.    
 

I will be looking for folks to help with the snacks. . . but more later.   
 

~ Shalom, Jan ~ 
 

PRESBYTERY NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU 
The Presbytery of Santa Fe Nominating Committee is looking for willing souls who would like to serve on Presbytery 

Committees.  You can ask several St. Andrew members what it is like to serve on such a Presbytery committee.  Sharon 

Yates is the Presbytery administrator and could tell you about the possibilities. 
 

Also Debbie and Jim can tell you about the Presbytery committees they serve on.  Hopefully some of you will be inter-

ested.  
 

~ Peace, Frank Yates ~ 
 

FIRST ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND PERSONAL EVANGELISM 
You are invited to a Membership Growth and Personal Evangelism Workshop for Churches of the Santa Fe Presbytery  
September 26, 2009 – Saturday 8:00 am - 2:30 pm at Shepherd of the Valley Presbyterian Church, 1801 Montano Rd. 

NW. 
 

Special Guest:  Rev. Ray Jones, Coordinator for Evangelism ï Presbyterian Church (USA), Louisville, KY 
 

Concrete items to take away with you:  

 Actual case studies from churches in our Presbytery demonstrating Membership Growth. 

 Strategies that get people to church and involve them immediately. 

 All attendees will take home a Syllabus designed to help customize your own membership growth and evangel-

ism plan. 
 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK – A MINISTRY OF ST. ANDREW 
St. Andrew will be partnering with First Presbyterian Church to host families experiencing homelessness.  Many of the 

churches in the Interfaith Hospitality Network are struggling to maintain a volunteer force to host the families.  IHN has 
been a safe haven for families for the past five years.  Many of the volunteers in churches then are the same volunteers 

now and many are admitting to ―burn-out.‖  Only eight churches remain so the program in Albuquerque is on the edge of 

success if more churches help with the effort or disbanding if any more churches decide to drop out.   
 

IHN Board and staff are taking several revitalizing steps.  They are establishing closer contact with referring agencies in 

the city—APS Title I program, St. Martin‘s, Joy Junction, Catholic Charities, Barrett House, ABQ Opportunity Center 

and city agencies.  They are concentrating on getting at least 13 participating churches with a future goal of having an East 

side rotation and a West side rotation of hosting churches.  They are investigating ways of speeding up background checks 

on families seeking shelter.  IHN is very conscientious about keeping church volunteers safe, so families with active alco-

holism, drug use or domestic violence are not selected for the program and are referred to other agencies.   
  

IHN in Albuquerque is one affiliate of a national program, Family Promise, along with 160 other affiliates in 39 states.  In 

2008, 3226 families were served with 6160 children.  63% were female headed single parent families.  60% secured per-

manent housing.   Family Promise says, ―It‘s all about the children.‖  Families are homeless for many reasons:  illness, 

divorce, loss of job, foreclosures, the economy or unfortunate decisions—all of which children have little control over.   
  

How can you help?  Tell others about the Interfaith Hospitality Network program so it maintains a higher profile in the 

community.  Send in periodic donations to the IHN Office, c/o 1st Congregational Church, 2801 Lomas Blvd, B4, ABQ, 

87106.  Help recruit younger volunteers, bring your children to help host families during dinner.   Sign up to help with the 
St. Andrew/First Presbyterian partnership for the week of September 6 – 13.  St. Andrewôs particular days are Thurs-

day, September 10 and Friday, September 11.   Van drivers, evening hosts and overnight hosts are needed as well 

as dinner food for two evening.  Sign up during the coffee fellowship or call Marilyn .   

 

AN INVITATION—REKINDLING CHRISTIAN RETREAT CENTER 
Lee and I are hosting a table for the Rekindling Christian Retreat Center, Tuesday, September 22, 6:30 pm.  The hors 

d'oeuvres & dessert will be served at the Nature Pointe Clubhouse just beyond Tijeras.  This event will include a concert 

by Allen Levi.   

  

The Rekindling Christian Retreat Center is located on a beautiful site and is available for groups to hold their own retreats 

or to attend sponsored retreats.  It is run by Dalton and Vicki Jantzen, who served as missionaries in South America.  We 

would be happy to take a carload of 6 friends.  Please let me know so we can give you the 'details'.  Look forward 

to having you join us.   
 

~ Jan  & Lee  ~ 
 

DIVORCE RECOVERY WORKSHOP 
Sandi Counseling Center will have a workshop on divorce recovery at Sandia Presbyterian Church, 10704 Paseo del Norte 

NE (Paseo del Norte and Eubank), six Wednesday evenings, September 9 and October 14 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.  Please 

call the church office with questions, (505) 856-5040.  The cost is $30.00 which includes workbook and childcare.  Pre-

registration is required. 

Continued………. 
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 Divorced Recovery Workshop continued……….. 
 

The workshop is principally designed for those adjusting to the finality of a broken marriage and provided a non-

threatening setting that supports those dealing with their emotions and in making important decisions.  This workshop is 

not intended to take the place of professional therapy.  All  are welcome regardless of religious belief! 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESBYTERY OF SANTA FE 
Many thanks to St. Andrew for hosting the Presbytery of Santa Fe Nurture Event on Saturday, August 22, 2009.  Over 90 

people attended the workshops in the morning and/or the keynote address by Cynthia Rigby in the afternoon.  As always, 

St. Andrew was extremely organized and very hospitable with plenty of great food.  A special thanks to Janet McEwen 

(organizer extraordinaire), Sally Aber, Edith Waugh-Feliciano, Margo Eichwald, Carol Dolan and Bill Aber for all their 

hard work.  Thanks to the many of you that brought the goodies for the morning which were a huge hit.  And a special 

thanks to Steve Stogner for setting up all those chairs in the courtyard.  People really loved the relaxing time in a beautiful 
setting.   
 

~ Sharon Yates on behalf of the Presbytery ~ 
 

END OF SUMMER FAMILY CAMP! 
LOCATION:  Sandia Conference Grounds (The Presbytery of Santa Fe‘s Camping Facility managed by Sandia Mountain 

Retreats (SMR) - From Albuquerque:  Take I-40 E to Tijeras Exit (NM-337 exit 175 toward NM-14 going N). From NM-

14 N turn Left onto NM-536 W.  Pass the Ski Area and turn Right at Balsam Glade Picnic Area, NM-165 to Placitas. 

Travel 2.5 miles and Sandia Conference Grounds will be on your Left.   
 

DATES:  September 5-7, Beginning with Dinner on September 5 and ending with Dinner on September 7 OR your 

choice. 
 

AGES:  All ages are welcome, family groups and church groups are encouraged, however, children under the age of 18 

must be accompanied by an approved adult guardian (e.g. youth leader or pastor) with written parent permission. 
 

COSTS and CAMPING PACKAGE choices:  Choose ONE with pre-registration: 

Weekend Package:  2 nights tent lodging, 3 days of fun, 7 cooked & served meals, full days of fun FOR WHOLE FAM-

ILY = $35 per person, $80 for whole family with pre-registration.  By-the-Item Package: $5 per night, $5 per meal per 

person with an $80 max for whole family YOUR CHOICE with pre-registration.  Provide your Own Package:  You pro-

vide your own tent or RV (no hook-ups) and provide your own meals on your own approved camp stove (OPEN FIRES 

AT FIRE GROUP PIT ONLY) but join us for group fun = FREE – with pre-registration. 
 

PRE-REGISTRATION: 

Return the registration information by mail (copies on bulletin board in Narthex) or by contacting Marcie at (505) 265-

5953 or Winona at (505) 341-4465.  Needed information ahead of time:  Names and ages of participants, times of partici-

pation and lodging and meals planned on needing.  Bring the  liability waiver with you, with the appropriate signature (s). 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  ―Sunrise‖ Celtic Worship Service on Sunday Morning at 7:30 a.m. by the Cross at the Creek and 

then a Music-Jam Praise Service at 11:00 a.m. Bring your instruments! 

 

SOUP LABELS AND BOX TOPS FOR MENAUL SCHOOL 
August 6, 2009 
 

Dear Friend of Menaul School, 
 

Thank you so much for helping Menaul School students!  Our labels and box top programs continue to be successful and I 

would like to update you about them.  Many of you have been faithful in helping us for several years and we hope you 

will continue to do so. 
 

First is the General Mills Box Tops for Education program.  This program pays Menaul ten cents for each box top symbol 

submitted.  Since we began collecting box tops, Menaul has received over $15,000.  General Mills has added many prod-

ucts other than cereal, which increase our earning potential.  Please note that we do not use the Betty Crocker Points. 
 

Second is Box Tops for Education‘s web site that offers credit for on-line shopping at many of the country‘s favorite 

stores and  and opportunities to earn bonus points for Menaul School.  Just go to www.boxtops4education.com and set up 

a personal profile (upper right on screen), being sure to credit Menaul School in New Mexico with your purchase. 
 

Third is the ongoing Campbell‘s Labels for Education program.  Please note that Campbell‘s no longer accepts the entire 

soup can label, but only the UPC product code and/or coupon or V8, V8 Fusion or V8 Splash bottle caps.  Items we have 

received are musical instruments, amps and globes, sports equipment and, most recently, a video/data projector for us in 

our science program, and we have a goal of acquiring two more of these (at a ―cost‖ of 90,000 labels each!).  Thanks to 

your efforts and Campbell‘s, we will reach our goal. 
 

Thank you for your participation in these programs,   We know your time is valuable and we are grateful for the time and 

effort you give to us.  Please come to visit Menaul School. 
 

Sincerely,  

Donna Graham 

Volunteer, Office of Institutional Advancement. 
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NEW MEIXCO CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES—2009 TURQUOISE CHALICE AWARD 
6:00 pm September 25 at Hotel Albuquerque in Old Town. 

Marian Wright Edelman, advocate for children and founder of the Children‘s Defense Fund, will be the recipient of the 

NMCC Turquoise Chalice Award.  She has passionately represented disadvantage Americans for her entire professional 
life.  She will be speaking on ―Charting a Course for the Next Generation‖.  The cost of the dinner is $75.00.  To purchase 

tickets call (505) 867-2956 or visit www.nmchurches.org. 
 

LITTLE WHITE ELEPHANT - PROMOTING LITERACY IN BURMA 
Charlene sent the following letter and book to Jan who wanted to share it with St. Andrew.  If you are interested in seeing 

the book give Jan a call.  Charlene will be back in New Mexico October 3 – 4 for her daughter‘s wedding.  She will be 

speaking at the Adult Ed. class after worship on Sunday, October 4. 
 

Dear Friends, 

     While in Laos last fall, I discovered a group called "Big Brother Mouse" promoting literacy in Laos by taking proven 

Western children's literature and rewriting it in Laos and English. You can find them on the Internet at 

www.bigbrothermouse.com   They gave me permission to copy their idea as long as we did not use their name, so our 

"Little White Elephant" group was then born.  

      Big Brother Mouse told me it took over a year to publish their 1st book, so I had few expectations. Sonny, a senior and 

our artist tried to get the team going but no one could meet regularly until we pared the numbers down significantly. I 

gave them a simple book, "Good Night Moon" to start with and somehow they got the book to print the week school let 

out. The team had some trouble with the text as there are no real Burmese rhymes to match the rhythm of the original 

book, nor do the Burmese actually say "Good Night," so the entire text had to first be written in Burmese in a way familiar 

to children here. It was then translated to English .....rather than the original "Good Night Moon" text purely translated 

and written in Burmese.  

      The students did a terrific job drawing "real" village pictures and using language that Myanmar kids who did not have 

access to their own books or English would recognize and understand.  It should be noted that the majority of the student 

team had no idea how village children lived, many of them learn  to read and write their own language in Myanmar 

studies classes here at school. They are some of the more privileged kids whose parents can send them to a private school, 

and had to do a bit of research to learn more about kids in their own country who live differently in order to reach them as 

the intended audience of the book.  

      Interestingly, the printer of the book (at a shop downtown) made a few changes to it without my knowledge. When 

you see it, you will note that a page explaining the purpose of the book is oddly placed as the first page of the book rather 

than at the back where it was intended to be together with an introduction of the team who wrote it. It seems the printer 

was afraid the government would misinterpret the English/Burmese text without placing the explanation for it in the front 

of the book where it was most important.   

      The student team also had some concerns that the government might misunderstand the book viewing certain figures 

in the book as symbolic (which they were not), so the team really wanted to keep the book from being advertised in 

anyway and only placed in the hands of those who would benefit from it. They even encountered some opposition to their 

work within the school. Those who didn't understand the project was not a commercial enterprise or fund raiser wouldn't 

donate to the printing of the book unless they could buy it for themselves. Luckily, there were a few exceptions so we 

were able to print the first 500 books of "Go to Sleep" with donations from those who were personally involved with the 

book and focused on getting it where it belonged.  

     I have students doing service work in five orphanages around Yangon where some of the books will now go. As I 

travel throughout Myanmar, or hear of monks who have access to more remote areas... the remainder of the books will be 

dispersed to mostly 5 and 6 year olds around the country. I have also heard of a refugee camp on the border of Thailand 

(thanks Rose) that I will get some of the books to. The Little White Elephant group is hoping to publish an additional one 

or two books within the next year. One will be of more traditional Myanmar tales kids will be familiar with and the other 

will be a Myanmar version of another Western book at a higher reading level supporting literacy for  older village kids.  

      I am really proud of the work my students are doing and wanted to share it with some of you who have encouraged me 

along with the projects I have taken on. The book is "proof" of what can and is being done to promote literacy and bridge 

cultures and ideas. Please share it with anyone you like. After all, I stole the idea. If it works elsewhere, I will be happy. 

Love to you all, Charlene 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
The office has accumulated a dozen black ink cartridges that need to be used before they dry out.   The cartridge is 

equivalent to the Hewlett Packard Remanufactured Black Ink Cartridge C8767W (HP 96).  They will work on the 

following printers:  Deskjets:  5740, 5740xi, 5940, 5940xi, 6520, 6520xi, 6540, 6540dt, 6540xi, 6620, 6620xi, 6830v, 

6840, 6840dt, 6840xi, 6940 and 6940dt.  Officejets:  7210, 7210v, 7210xi, 7310, 7310xi, 7410 and 7410xi. 
 

The church office will give these to anyone who has a printer that can use them.  Please give the church secretary a call. 
 

Steve has Epson C60 & C66 ink cartridges that he would also like to give to someone who can use them.  Please contact 

him if you have a printer that uses this size. 
 

A big thank you to the regular office volunteers; Anna , Molly , Ima , Jack and Shirley , the Bulletin and Presbytidings 

folder/s assemblers; Jack , Marilyn , Donna and George , Mickey , Joanna , Kathy , Catherin , Nancy , Vera , Donna and 

James , Ima , Helen and Jack , Marilyn , Helen , Shirley , Edith and Frank Yates. and last but not least Ginger our bulk 

mailing volunteer, the office simply would not succeed without your dedication! 
 

~Blessings to you!  Mary Turner, Secretary ~ 
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HOLY COMMUNITY, HOLY CONVERSATION    
This spring, a group of 10 congregational members accepted the invitation to participate in the Synod of the South-

west program called Holy Community, Holy Conversation (HCHC).  St. Andrew's goal is to help our congregation de-

velop deeper relationships.  Patty Emord held a training meeting with the Session and members of the HCHC committee 

using the Appreciative Interview format.   We were asked to reflect on our entire St. Andrew experiences and remember a 

time when we were engaged in an experience that resulted in a deeper relationship with another.    Other questions we 

considered included: What did you remember feeling?  What are the healthiest, most life-giving aspects of the relation-

ships among people in our church?  What has been the most valuable experience for you?  What are the essential, central 

characteristics or ways of life that make our church unique!  What one wish might you have for the future of 

SAPC?  These were reflective and thought provoking questions which got us thinking about our St. Andrew family, the 

value of these relationships and how enables these relationships to develop.      
 

During September and October, these leaders will be meeting with groups from the congregation, some which are already 

formed, i.e. the Men's Bible Study, the Presbyterian Women, the Deacons, Parishes, the Choir, and small home 

groups.  Some of the questions from above will be used to help us identify what can help us build deeper relationships in 

our church community.  Our goal is to include as many congregational members as possible, so when you are invited to 

participate, please say YES!    Members of the Holy Conversations group are Jan , Max , Sean , Jann , Eleanor , Garry , 

Jim , and Frank Yates with Kathy as chair.  Feel free to contact any of these individuals if you have questions.  

~ Kathy ~ 
 

SHARE YOUR CARE FUNDRAISER 
As you know, I am on the Share Your Care Board. and they are implementing a wider recognition program.  One of the 

vehicles is using an Albertson Card when shopping there.  In so doing, SYC will initially get 1% on the amount one 

spends.   In the past we did this for the Roadrunner Food Bank, so the St. Andrew folks are familiar with how this 

works.   I will have the cards at church to hand out.  I also have brochures people can use to talk about the program with 

others who might benefit by knowing about the SYC program.    

~ Jan ~ 

SISTER CHURCHES 
CHRISTO del VALLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 

The Church was created by merging the Westminster and the Bethany Presbyterian Churches. The vision of the Presby-
tery was that this congregation would be a mission of the Presbytery of Santa Fe in Albuquerque's south valley. The Rev. 

Dewey Johnson was assigned to the new Church Development project. Ninety-one persons met in the Adobe Acres 

School cafeteria, then in an old drugstore building on Isleta Blvd. Then the family of the late Senator Clinton P. Anderson 

donated a large tract of land and the group broke ground for a new building in 1979. 
  

Under Rev. Johnson's leadership, the congregation surveyed the community to determine what was needed. Of this survey 

two things happened, a Post Office was established, and remained in operation until 1988 when it outgrew its quarters. 

Also, a Day Care Center for children was opened but closed in 1995 due to lack of funding and leadership. Many different 

community projects began using the facilities. Even a Senior Citizen Transportation Program funded by the Self Develop-
ment of People a project of the PCUSA. 
  

Rev. William Scholes became the interim pastor after Rev. Johnson left. Then Rev. Tom Hart was called in 1988 and re-

mained for 5 years. He was replaced by Rev. Minerva Carcano who had completed her 6 year term as the District Superin-

tendent of the United Methodist Church. She agreed to head a new and cooperative experiment. Her salary was to come 

from both the Methodists and the Presbytery of Santa Fe, with the understanding that she would help establish a mission 

presence in the south valley. 
  

Under her capable leadership, the South Albuquerque Cooperative Ministry was formed in 1992 as well as Albuquerque 

Interfaith, a community organizing effort related to the Industrial Areas Foundation. She remained with these projects 

until 1996. 
  

Today, the Church remains a friendly family oriented church, with a loyal dedicated congregation and a spiritual voice in 

the south valley. The community projects that were started by the church remain strong and the congregation is always 

seeking new ways in which to witness for Jesus Christ and His Church to the people in the south valley. 
 

-----and the Mission continues----- 


