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Regular office hours: 10: Isaiah 43:1-6: Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
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PASTOR TO PEOPLE—FRANKLY SPEAKING

Pe.-4 g;&lcl;g::snan q Every January is a time of saying "thank you" and
Pg. s Children and Youth ﬂG\N[QRD "welcome aboard". We say "thank ygu" to our.church
Buildings and Fnew srn ) officers who are rotating off the Session and Diaconate.
Grounds And we say "welcome aboard" to our new officers begin-
Church Office ning their service to St. Andrew. [ would like to take a
Pg.6 Communications ** moment to do both.
Task Force

Gabriel Parish News | First, a very big "thank you" to the church officers rotating off the Ses-

Presbyterian Women | Sion. We will miss Margo in her work as Fellowship Chair. There is so

St. Andrew Groups | Much to do in providing our congregation with food and drink every
Pg.7 New to St. Andrew | Sunday morning as well as our other fellowship activities like our recent
Christmas Progressive Dinner. Margo, thanks for all the hours you spent
serving St. Andrew. We will miss Bill in his work as PPR Chair, our
personnel committee. Bill's long experience in hotel management really
served him and us well as he dealt with many employee changes in his
three years on the Session. Bill brought

Pg.7-8  Letters and News

expertise and grace to this often difficult position.

We will miss Susan in her work as Adult CE Chair. Susan is a person of boundless ideas and energy,
not only with Adult CE, but also with the Officer's Retreats and the 50th Anniversary Committee. So
much was accomplished this year under Susan's leadership, including the time chart of our church's
history in the hallway as well as the outdoor labyrinth. We will miss Sharon in her work as Worship
Co-Chair. To chair worship at St. Andrew, as many of you know, is truly a labor of love, a job with
many demands and many responsibilities. Sharon has done her work with a great spirit and enor-
mous skill. We will miss Dean in his work as Stewardship Chair. Dean's masterful mission moments
during worship will be greatly missed. And Dean helped lead us through some challenging financial
times in our nation and in the life of our congregation. And he has done it with such good cheer and
grace that we all benefitted. All in all, what canI say but "thank you"and "well done good and faith-
ful servants of Christ"? You will all be missed.

Second, a very big thank you to the Deacons rotating off the Diaconate. We are ever so grateful to
Morgan who served the IHS parish, Jean who served the Doorkeepers parish, and Edith who served
the Carmel parish. Also we are very grateful to Ima who served as Secretary to the Deacons and to
Dorothy who served as Moderator. All these wonderful deacons cared deeply about the people they
were serving and they helped folks at crucial stages in their lives. They visited and wrote cards and
made phone calls, all practical and tangible expressions of Christ's love to our congregation as well as

the community. To all of you, I say, thanks be God for your ministry and your service.

Now a big "welcome aboard" to our new officers. Actually one of our elders, a brave soul, is taking
on a second term of two years! Max will continue to serve with Ester as Co-Chairs of Mission. Max,
we are delighted to have you remain aboard the Session and appreciate so much your willingness to
serve. We also welcome aboard these new elders: Phil as Co-Chair

continued. . .
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with Debbie of Worship; Jann as Chair of PPR; Steve Strickland (he prefers being called "Strick") as
Chair of Buildings and Grounds / Building as Mission; Gail as Chair of Adult CE; Sean as Chair of
Stewardship.

[ amalso so glad to welcome aboard our new deacons: Linda will serve as secretary; Gail and Jake
will serve as Homebound Deacons; Judy will serve the Apostles' Parish; Brenda will serve the Door-
keepers Parish; Rogene will serve the Carmel Parish; Suzanne will serve the Mary and Martha Parish.
They will join our returning Deacons: Bill , Moderator; Mary, Lot; Doris and Keith, Gabriel; Ginger
de , .H.S.; Marie and Emma , Jordanaires.

In the Presbyterian Church, good leadership is crucial. And I am very confident that our elders and
deacons will lead us into blessed future in 2010. For your gifts and your enthusiasm, the whole
church is grateful. Thanks be to God!

Peace and hope Frank

DECEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Examined new officers-elect and voted unanimously to sustain their examinations.
Reported Session assignments for 2010:

Administration - PPR: Jann and Bldg & Grnds/Bldg as Mission: Steve ;

Christian Education - Adult: Gail and Youth: Donna ;

Finance T General: Bob and Stewardship: Sean ;

Hospitality T Fellowship: Sally and Outreach: Rod ;

Missioni Max and Ester ;

Worship T Debbie and Phil .
Approved the baptism of Jonathan on December 24, who will also be received into membership.
Approved $308,809.00 budget for 2010.
Reported that Jackie will replace Edith on many worship tasks and Donna will replace Linda as
head usher for 2010.
Elected Ray as Treasurer, Debbie as Finance Secretary and Jean as Clerk for 2010.

Approved Rev. Yat es 0-Devcatera8t.i on for December 28
Approved Building Use Agreements for 2010 with:
Al buquerque Philharmonic Orchestra; Il nter na

querque; Scandinavia Club of Albuquerque; Stroke Clubs; Parent Support Group; Madrigals;
Cub Scout Pack 442; Boy Scout Troop 65 and AA Promise Group.
Approved small meeting space (4-12 people), as available, for 2010 for:
Albuquerque Interfaith; Habitat for Humanity Coalition; Interfaith Hospitality Network and
Church Women United.
Approved Kathy Kerstingds request for Girl Sc
Sunday from 2:00-4:00 pm.
Approved becoming a Welcoming Congregation/joining the Covenant Network.
Gave thanks for:

Outgoing officers;

Those who helped with Advent services;

Hug O60s cheerful assistance with building ma
Bobd6s work with both the bell c¢choir and Mad
Billdéds Christmas cantat a;

Louiseds 90th birthday;
Heat her O0s ent husiasm and success with the
Clerk's Report:  Average attendance in November: 163
Membership: 225
Treasurer 6s Report:

Reported that banks no longer pay interest on checking accounts; this is approximately a
$3,000.00 loss per year for St. Andrew.

November YTD
Income $22,840.52 $259,566.70
Expenses $23,899.42 $265,851.54
Difference ($1,058.90) (36,284.84)

Submitted by Jean Witherspoon, Clerk of Session
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BOARD OF DEACONS REPORT

The following statistics continue to show how busy many of your deacons

are during one mont hdés ti me. This r e
12 through December 9, 2009. The deacons reported having made at least 30

telephone calls; sent 71 cards, notes, or letters; made 9 personal visits to

members; and sent numerous e-mail messages.

Communion was prepared and served at the church on December 6.

The deacons have continued to pack the snack sacks each week for those who stop by the church for
assistance, and Gail has kept us well stocked with the supplies.

Several of our deacons have transported members to church on Sunday; have taken members to doc-
torsdé appointments and to work; have babysat a
the church school children make cookies; have walked with a member for exercise; have shopped for
Christmas gifts for members who cannot get out

maintenance; have helped in the church office; have attended meetings at church; etc., etc.

Your deacons continue to give ofthemselves in many ways. Those who will have completed their
term on the Board of Deacons at the end ofthe year are: Morgan, Mickey, Jean, Ima , Dorothy ,
Helen, and Edith .

Several of the newly elected deacons were welcomed at our December meeting. They will assume
their duties on the Board of Deacons immediately after their ordination and installation.

Submitted by Dorothy , Moderator

FROM THE WORSHIP TEAM
Many thanks, from the Worship and Music Team, to the December Worship

Eve Service, Bill for the 7:00 Christmas Eve Service and Deborah and the Con-
firmation Class for planning of the Lessons and Carols Service. Special thanks
to David , Jean, Joanna , the youth dancers, soloists, percussionist, and the choir
for a beautiful Cantata on December 20.

Looking ahead, January will bring more spiritually fulfilling worship experiences. The Epiphany of
the Lord is celebrated the first week of the month. The Pilgrimage to Peace Worship planners have
rescheduled for January 17 Worship Service. The January 24 Service will be shortened in length to
accommodate the Annual Congregational Meeting. A Contemplative Service will be held on January

31 at 6:00 pm.

Every month of the liturgical year brings forth a unique opportunity to understand our faith and our

relationship to God; spirituality. InJanuary, the Epiphany of the Lord is celebrated as the wise men

follow, in faithful obedience, the Star of Jacob heralding the birth of Christ our King. Perform an act

of faithful obedience this month. Create for yourself the wonder of following your star as a disciple

of Christ. A breath prayer for this month #dAsh

Submitted by Debbie and Sharon, Elders for Worship and Music

Many thanks to all the people who helped to make our Advent Services so meaningful: to all

the liturgists, acolytes and star followers; the bell ringers, musicians and choir; the wreath

lighters, wreath creators and dancers; the church decorators, banner hangers, chair movers

and bulletin folderséit takes a village to
kudos go to Debbie, Phil and Sharon who supported the team.

Our time of waiting is over; the Prince of Peace has come to enter our lives anew. May that
Love spread throughout the world to bring resolution of conflict to all the hurting people and places in

need of healing.

Peace to you, and Grace.

Submitted by Edith
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
January 3: No Adult CE, Intergenerational Epiphany Celebration
January 10: The Theology of Baptism led by Frank Yates

Or’ OO January 17: Race in America: A Retrospective on the Civil Rights Movement

January 24: No Adult CE due to the Congregational Meeting after worship
January 31: Part I of the Report from China with Mark Wesselman, Velma and Frank Yates. They
will show their DVD recording their October Synod Mission Trip to China.
February 7: Part I ofthe Report from China with Mark Wesselman, Velma and Frank Yates.

MEN’s BIBLE STUDY

Men's Bible Study meets every Wednesday morning from 10:00-11:00 am in the Library. We will
resume our meetings on January 6. For two Sessions we will look at the Gospel of Thomas. Then we
will begin a study of I and II Chronicles in the Hebrew Scriptures. All men ofthe church are invited.
Frank Yates leads the study.

ALTERNATIVE SUNDAY MORNING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASS
Rev. Karen Cobb is leading the Joshua Bible Study the second Sunday of each month after the Wor-
ship Service. They meet in the Library. They are working on lesson 3. Come one and all to partici-
pate with this interesting group.
SPIRITUALITY AT ST. ANDREW
An Invited Presence. A review of Celebration of Discipline: the Path to Spiritual Growth (Richard
J. Foster, Harper San Francisco, 1998. Recommended by Bill Miller).

Richard Foster s quest for spiritual gi ft
congregation. They had, he recognized, a
that he lacked and was therefore spiritually bankrupt. To that vacuum were drawn individuals and op-

portunities to develop his spiritual insight.

Foster divides the central or classical disciplines of spiritual seeking into inward disciplines
(meditation, prayer, fasting, and study), outward disciplines (simplicity, solitude, submission, and ser-
vice), and corporate disciplines (confession, worship, guidance, and celebration). The disciplines re-
place the Law as an outlet for our tendency to strive for external righteousness so that, in that in the
midst of our exertions and despite them, God can transform our inner hearts through grace.

Meditation, Foster tells us, is learning not only to listen for the voice of God but also to obey that
voice as it guides us in the most mundane matters. Once we understand the will of God, we can pray
properly. Prayerwill transform not only those about whom we pray, but ourselves, as well. The disci-
pline of fasting, which must be developed in stages to prevent it from becoming mere asceticism,
helps to weaken our attachment to worldly things and form an attachment to the things of the King-

dom. Studye xt ends beyond reading text to encompass

requires re- visiting the object of interest, focusing upon it, comprehending it, and reflecting upon it. It
culminates in joy.

Simplicity is manifest not only in a diminished need for material possessions, but also in truthful
speech, fulfillment of commitments, and freedom from compulsions. Silence is the entryway to Soli-
tude Yet to know solitude is neither to be alone nor to be hushed, but to be in resonance with the
Lord. Just as God serves our needs with humility, so we are also called to submission first to God
and His Word; next to family, neighbors, community, and those in need; and last to the world. In sub-
mission to the Law of Love, we free ourselves from slavery to our willfulness. Then, we can provide
serviceto whoever calls to us, without feeling either self-righteous or trampled upon, since the Law
of Love always grants us the power to refuse to serve wrongfully. Especially important is the service
of small things such as listening and hospitality.

Some disciplines can be practiced only within community. Sorrowful confessionof specific failings,
and the humble silence of the confessor, frees both from a sense of superiority separating them from
genuine kinship in Christ. In worship the body of Christ is rejoined joyfully to prostrate ourselves
before the Lord. Also as a body, the community seeks guidance Foster recounts the inspiring story of
how the Quakers cast off the bondage of enslaving others in their meeting of 1758. Finally, as Chris-

~

tians, we are called in the discipline of celebration As t he Messiah came to
pooré to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclai
for the prisonerséto comfort all who mourn, 0 s

Submitted by Joel
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY
December was a busy month, as usual. Many thanks to Heather and all of our chil-
dren in the choir for so much special music this month.

| £ CoR
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In church school we wrapped up our Advent workshop on the shepherds. Many
thanks to Mary, Deanna , Marie , and Marilyn for leading workshops, and to our
Church school teachers for their commitment to our kids.

In January, we will be celebrating Epiphany on January 3 with an intergenerational fiesta. Join us for
dancing, three kings, hay and carrots, three king cake and a pinata!

Our next workshop wild| focus on what | i fe

Upcoming Dates:
January 3 - Intergenerational Epiphany Fiesta during the CE hour in the activity room.
January 17 - Youth Group
January 24 - No CE, Confirmation Class (Frank Yates leading)
January 31 - Senior High Youth Group
February 7 - Souper Bowl of Caring

Submitted by Deborah, Director of Children and Youth Ministry

BUILDING & GROUNDS - FINAL FOR 2009

This month has been relatively quiet though a Men's Room flood brought Hugh hurrying to the res-
cue! Thank you, Hugh. The glass wall and sliding door may in in place by the time of this issue. The
anticipated installation date was December 23. A ramp for easier wheelchair access

will be installed early in January.

As I move on to another responsibility I'd like to stress again the importance of locking doors. In re-
viewing the telephone bill I found that a collect call was received on the hallway telephone on No-
vember 2 at 6:10 pm. At that time there was no scheduled group in the building.

BUILDING AS MISSION

On December 15 Session approved 2010 agreements with all of the regular building users. The 2010
lease agreement with Share Your Care will be finalized in January.

Submitted by Sally , Elder for Buildings and Grounds / Building as Mission

HOSPITALITY / FELLOWSHIP
HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP!

Our dedicated Sunday morning Coffee Crew needs to be expanded. The same few have been setting

™ up the coffee each Sunday. We need some new helpers. Training is available! Sign up in
@\}jthe green notebook, see, call or e-mail Sally . There could be some "No Coffee Sundays"!

Any ideas for Fellowship Activities in2010? See, call or e-mail Sally.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE

Did you know? The Worship Planning Committee reviewed three, yes three, Order of
Services the last two weeks before Christmas? That was a major undertaking and greatly

appreciated.

Did you know? Many church members stepped in without any notice to help produce
the Order of Services and Presbytidings? Words do not express how grateful I am to their

dedication.

Did you know? Several of the documents frequently written for the church have templates available
to make your development easier. Just send me an email and I will send the appropriate template to
you.

Did you know? Annual reports for the Congregation Meeting are due January 11 at noon.

Submitted by Mary , Church Secretary

wo u l
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COMMUNICATIONS TASK FORCE
The Session has approved a clearer format for the Sunday announcement sheet that we will be work-
ing on this month. Mary is lending her design talents and Mary will be implementing the changes,
which should make it easier to tell at a glanc
in the life of the church. Hopefully, this will minimize the need to verbally highlight information that
is already in the Bulletin. If you want something included in the Sunday announcement sheet, please
submit it to Mary by Tuesday at noon.

GABRIEL PARISH NEWS

Prayers have been answered and some are on-going.
Andrecia has two jobs.
Jamie nursing degree is paying off. She has a good job.
Mickey daughter, Jeannette, is recovering from a series of medical procedures to ward off can-
cer and her hair is growing back. Perhaps Mickey will get to move back to Albuquerque again.
Jack continues to tackle health problems which become evident when you see his bright smile.
Lori had been prescribed a new drug which relieves her pain so she can have a good night's
sleep.
Joanna is flying to Kansas for Christmas. Both her sons, Michael and Kevin are having good in-
terviews. Please pray these interviews will produce a good job which will provide security for
these two families. (Eight grandchildren all together.)

Submitted by Doris , one of Gabriel Parish Deacons

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
January Meetings:

\ Lydia Circle: Bible Study Tuesday, January 5, 9:30 am, Adult Classroom
° We will do Chapter 5 of our study of Joshua. Pastor Frank Yates will lead our
\ discussion.

Program: Tuesday, January 19, 9:30 am, Adult Classroom
Eugenia Cabredes from Martineztown House of Neighborly Service will be
our guest speaker.

Sunday, January 10: Rev. Karen Cobb will lead the Joshua Bible Study after the Worship

Service in the Library. They are working on lesson 3. Come one and all to participate with

this interesting group. This is an alternative Sunday morning Christian Education class that meets on
the second Sunday of the month.

SEE YOU THERE! ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH ARE WELCOME.
Nancy , Co-Moderator
ST. ANDREW GROUPS

ADULT SINGLES

Adult Singles will meet as usual the 4th Sunday of the month, January 24.  Shirley
has been kind enough to invite us to hold our January potluck luncheon at the Mead-
. owbrook Mobile Home Community .We will meet in the clubhouse at Meadow-

| brook. To reach the clubhouse enter the main entrance from the 1-25 frontage road
and continue east to the end of the street.

HISTORICAL JESUS CLASS

Historical Jesus Class will resume meetings on Thursday, January 14 and will meet again this month

onthe28th. For t he next sever al meetings we will dis
ited by Charles Hedrick. The book is a very thought-provoking compilation of the reflections of thir-

teen religion scholars on their own spiritual journeys.

continued . . .



JANUARY 2010 PRESBYTIDINGS PAGE 7

ST. ANDREW WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP

Our January meeting will be Wednesday, January27. The book is AChiIn
by Robert Gifford. NPR China correspondent Gifford journeyed for 6 weeks and

3,000 miles on China's Mother Road. He profiles ordinary Chinese people coping

with the tumultuous change in their country.

Our February meeting is Wednesday, February24. The book i s AA Mer
Toni Morrison. At the heart of the story is anact of mercy. A mother asks that her daughter be sent
to a kinder slave owner in payment of the current owner's debt. The mother considers this an act of
mercy; the daughter considers it abandonment.

LETTERS AND NEWS
Knitter Alert: The next Blessing of Prayer Shawls will happen on February 14. We have tags with a
special prayer to tie on your offering. Ask Edith.

Re-commissioning Officers: At the January 3 Worship Service, we will be honoring the service of
our outgoing officers and re-commissioning them for new paths of service. Please take this time to
thank these officers and support them with your prayers. Elders: Margo , Bill, Susan, Sharon and
Dean. Deacons: Morgan, Mickey, Jean, Ima , Dorothy and Edith .

Baby Shower: We will be having a Baby Shower for Melissa on Sunday afternoon, January 10 at
1:.00 pm. The baby is a girl. Melissa is, specifically, in need ofa high chair, baby clothes, diapers,
formula and bottles. Please attend and help this new mother of her second child greet the new baby
with our abundance and love. Melissa is a new member, a single Mom and works for Share Your
Care.

Covenant Network: The Session has voted to become a member of the Covenant Network. The
Covenant Network of Presbyterians is a broad-based, national group ofclergy and lay leaders work-
ing for a church that is simultaneously faithful, just, and whole.

The Covenant Network seeks to:
support the mission and unity of the Presbyterian Church (USA);
articulate and act on the church's historic, progressive vision;
work for a fully inclusive church;
find ways to live out the graciously hospitable gospel by living together with all our fellow mem-
bers in the PC(USA).

For more information about the Covenant Network, see www.covenantnetwork.org,

Inte rfaith Hospitality Network's new director, Jennifer Broderick, has identified a list of needs for
the families without a home who use the Day Center:

Family Size Shampoo/conditioner lotions; Disposable razors; Shaving cream; Toothbrushes/
toothpaste; Combs/brushes; Deodorant; Diapers/Pullups - Sizes 3,4,5; Cleaning wipes; New under-
wear & socks - all sizes; Laundry detergent (This list will be placed in the Wish List box on the Mis-
sion bulletin board too, so check it there).

Please give these articles to Marilyn

St. Andrew will be partnering with First Presbyterian to host families without a home from January
31 til February 7. St. Andrew's specific days will be Thursday, February 4 & Friday, February
5. Watch for signup sheets after the first of the new year!

continued . . .
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LETTERS AND NEWS CONTINUED
Carolyn, a former long-time member of St. Andrew, died in Pasadena, California on December 22,
2009.

Carolyndéds daughter Jane was working at Menaul
the idea of recording the history of the school and of the Presbyterian presence in New Mexico. She
began by organizing the records of the Menaul School, and that work morphed in the development of

the Menaul Historical Library, which is located in a former dormitory of the Menaul School.

The Menaul Historical Library is now a valuable resource for many who seek information about Pres-
byterian churches in the Southwest, and is also a place for many volunteers who enjoy the work
thered Nancy, Ima and Kathy of St. Andrew, for instance (and others at St. A?). Also, the Menaul

Historical Library has ties to the office of the Presbyterian Historical Society of Philadelphia, PA.

Carolyn will be missed by all who knew her! Our prayers go out to her family, Jane and Edmundo
Vasquez, who live in the same residence as Carolyn did in Pasadena.

Submitted by Kathy

ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FEATURED IN
“PRESBYTERIANS TODAY” ANNUAL APPEAL 2009

Love, compassion, service

Organized: Feb.20, 1959

Members: approximately 250

Pastor: Frank Yates

True story: The congregation's first gatherings took place in a square dance hall. The
women had to clean up the leftover beer and popcorn from the night before to prepare
the place for worship services.

Sharing space: The church building has been expanded in order to share space with an
adult day care facility, Share Your Care.

Place for prayer: the church's new meditative labyrinth, only the second such space for
public use in Albuquerque

Noteworthy mission: collecting food monthly for Martineztown House of Neighborly Ser-
vices, which provides bilingual education and support to vulnerable children and families
inthe community

Members to watch: Bill , a retired psychology professor, also plays the guitar and sings in
the choir. He has written several musical pieces, including one featured in the church's
50th anniversary celebration. Marilyn, a tireless volunteer, has logged countless hours
helping homeless families, organizing food and workers for Habitat for Humanity, and
participating in Presbyterian Women and local interfaith activities.

Testimony: Carolyn says she and her sister, Barbara, grew up at St. Andrew Church.
"The flannel-board stories that helped us learn about Jesus may have been put away for
new methods to reach childrenin the 2Ist century,” she says, "but what hasn't been set
aside is the genuine love and compassion for each member."

Y ourChurch What's special about your congregation?
Send information and photos to Presbyterians today, 100 Witherspoon St., Louisville, KY 40202. E-mail: loday @pcrsa.org




